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Welcome to the Easter edition of Cross and Keys. 
 
We enjoyed a particularly special Holy Week and Easter 
here at Saint Peter’s. Over the course of these days we 
reflected on the immense love of God which we saw in a 
number of intimate encounters between Jesus and those 
close to him. 
 
On Maundy Thursday we were drawn into the story as 
Jesus gathered with his disciples for that final intimate 
meal. We saw Jesus turn the tables by washing the 
disciples’ feet in an act of self-giving love. Suddenly the 
teacher was taking on the role of servant. We also 
witnessed the exchanges between a number of key 
disciples and Jesus which were transformative for them. 
The writer of John's Gospel uses the literary device, “the 
disciple whom Jesus loved”, to include us in the story. 
Suddenly there we are in the midst of things. Included. 
Invited to be part of what's happening. Even with the 
intense anxiety of knowing what was to come Jesus was 
able to be truly present to those he loved in those 
moments. 
 
From there we moved to Good Friday and we reflected on 
the most unusual exchange between Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman Governor and Jesus. So intense was the 
exchange, that Pilate was prompted to ask his now 
famous question, “What is truth?” as he searched for 
meaning in an impossible situation. We reflected on what 
might have brought Pilate to that point. We also wondered 
what might have been the ongoing effect on Pilate’s life 
following that intense encounter with Jesus. 
 
Moving forward a number of hours we once again saw a 
most incredible example of the outpouring of divine love 
take place at the foot of the cross. Even in the midst of his 
own intense physical and emotional anguish Jesus cares 
for those closest to him. 
 
He sees his Mother and the Disciple whom he loved, and 
says, “Woman here is your Son”, and to the disciple, 
“Here is your Mother.” Jesus attends to their physical and 
emotional needs by giving them each a home and a family.  
 

Once again, we are drawn into  
the story through the Gospel writer’s  
literary device of the disciple whom Jesus loved. We are 
invited to take Mary into our own home, our own hearts. 
Our identity as sisters and brothers of Christ is assured in 
this beautiful moment. 
 
As we gathered in the cool, early light of Easter Day, we 
witnessed the exchange between Mary Magdalene and 
Jesus at the garden tomb. Mistaking him for the gardener, 
Mary initially doesn't see what is right before her. This 
person who she has loved and who has loved her. It is in 
the speaking of her name that she recognises him. Jesus 
meets her in her pain, consoles her, and sends her on with 
the task of telling others that he lives. Mary Magdalene 
becomes the Apostle to the Apostles, the bearer of great 
news. Her grief in transformed, she is given purpose once 
more and her life is never the same again. 
 
These Easter stories have reminded us that we too are 
invited again and again into intimate encounters with the 
risen Jesus. Sometimes our pride and vanity will get in the 
way. Sometimes like Pilate our lust for power will make 
these encounters needlessly difficult, or near impossible. 
Sometimes just like Mary Magdalene we might not even 
recognise the opportunity of the encounter when it 
presents itself, mistaking it for something else. 
 
Our task as Christian people, disciples of Christ today, is 
simply to be open, attentive, and willing when these 
encounters with Jesus present themselves. To be open to 
the outpouring of divine love, which is Jesus’ free gift to 
us. As we have been reminded this Easter we can be 
confident that when we are open to living into these 
moments our lives will be changed as well. 
 
May we be open to divine love breaking in and disturbing 
our settled lives. May we have the courage to enter into 
the conversation and by God's grace allow our lives to be 
transformed. 
 
May you know all the blessings of this Easter season. 
Your Priest and brother in Christ. 
Scott 
 

mailto:office@eastmaitlandanglican.org
http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org/
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SHROVE TUESDAY, also 
known as Pancake Day is a Christian 
tradition celebrated the day before Ash 
Wednesday, marking the beginning of 
Lent. 
 
It's a day of feasting before the 40-day 
period of fasting and abstinence. A 
common tradition is eating pancakes, 

particularly those made with eggs, milk, and 
sugar, as a way to use up these ingredients.  

 
The Parish gathered to burn last year’s palm 

crosses, blessed by Fr Scott in readiness for Ash Wednesday.  All those 
who attended then indulged in delicious pancakes cooked to perfection 
by our BBQ team, David, Richard and Nick.  
 
All photographs courtesy @Adam Draper 

 

YEARS YOUNG! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Leta Johnstone celebrated her  
birthday at our 1st Friday service on  
4th April.  What an amazing milestone,  
there was cake and smiles all round to celebrate. Looking back to 
1928, here are some world events that happened in that special year;   
• Penicillin Discovery: Scottish bacteriologist Alexander Fleming 

accidentally discovered penicillin while studying influenza at St Mary’s Hospital 
in London. 

• First Television Signal: British inventor John Logie Baird sent the first 
television signal across the Atlantic Ocean, from London to New York. 

• Crossing the Ocean: Australian pilots Charles Kingsford Smith and Charles 
Ulm, along with two US crewmen, became the first people to cross the Pacific 
Ocean by air in their three-engine Fokker aircraft 

• Amelia Earhart's First Transatlantic Flight: Amelia Earhart 
became the first woman to pilot a plane across the Atlantic, from Newfoundland to 
Wales.  

• Mickey Mouse Debut: Disney's Mickey Mouse made his cinematic debut 
in "Steamboat Willie", one of the earliest cartoons with sound. 

 
Shrove Tuesday 

4th March 
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Palm Sunday invites 
each of us to examine our own 
lives and the ways in which we 
welcome Christ into our hearts. 
It is a time to renew our 
commitment to following his 
teachings and to prepare 
ourselves for the solemn and 
transformative events of Holy 
Week. 

 
As we hold our palm fronds and sing 
hymns of praise, let us remember the 
deeper significance of this day. It is not 
just about the celebration of a historic 
event, but about the ongoing journey 
of faith that each of us undertakes.  
 
We pray that Palm Sunday was a time 
of spiritual renewal and a reminder of 

the enduring power of love and sacrifice for all those who attended this 
special service. A big thanks also to our St Peter’s Palm Team for their work 
to make our palm crosses. 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
also known as Holy Thursday, commemorates the Last 
Supper of Jesus with his disciples, a pivotal moment in the 
Christian faith. On this evening, Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples, symbolizing humility and service, and instituted the 
Eucharist, offering bread and wine as his body and blood. 
 
At St Peter's, Maundy Thursday was marked by a solemn and 
reflective service. The congregation gathered to partake in the 
Eucharist, remembering the profound love and sacrifice that 
Jesus demonstrated. The act of foot washing was also 
observed, a humbling ritual that reminded everyone of the call 

to serve and love one another as Christ loved us. 
The service concluded with the stripping of the altar, leaving the sanctuary bare as a poignant 
reminder of the anguish and loneliness Jesus faced in the Garden of Gethsemane. Many stayed in 
silent prayer, entering into the solemnity of the coming hours that lead into Good Friday. 

Palm Sunday  
13th April 

 
Hosanna!  

Blessed is he 
who comes in 

the name of the 
Lord!  

Holy 
 

 

Maundy Thursday  
17th April 
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GOOD FRIDAY is one 
of the most solemn and sacred days on our Christian 
calendar, observed on the Friday before Easter Sunday. It 
commemorates the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and his death 
at Calvary. This day invites us to reflect deeply on the 
sacrifice and suffering that Jesus endured for humanity's 
redemption. 
 

Our congregation recounted the Passion of Christ through 
readings, hymns, and prayers and there was a contemplative 
and reverent atmosphere. We gathered to remember the 
profound significance, considering the themes of love, 
forgiveness, and salvation that are central to this day.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
but he was wounded for 

our transgressions, 
crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was 
the punishment that 

made us whole, and by 
his bruises we are 

healed. 
 

Isaiah 53:5 
 

“ 

Week 
                           2025 

Good Friday 
18th April 
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EASTER SUNDAY stands as the pinnacle of the Christian calendar, 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is a day of unparalleled joy and 
hope, symbolizing triumph over death and the promise of eternal life. Our first 
service was at 6:30am and the grounds of St Peter’s resonated with the sound 
of hymns and prayers, as we came to rejoice in the glory of this sacred event.  
 
Easter Sunday is imbued with a 
sense of renewal and unity. This 
day serves as a reminder of the 
boundless grace and love that 
underpin the teachings of Christ. 
It is a call to recommit to faith, to 
embrace forgiveness, and to 
walk the path of light that Easter 
illuminates before us.  
 

May the hope and joy of Easter Sunday inspire you to carry its message of renewal and peace into 
every corner of your life. 
 
Our traditional 8.30am service was well attended and the 
fellowship of the season was evident as we enjoyed hot 
cross buns, tea, coffee, Easter Eggs and lots of rejoicing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
   

"Early on the first 
day of the week, 
while it was still 

dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw 
that the stone had 

been removed 
from the entrance." 

 
John 20:1 

20th April 

Easter Sunday was extra special this year as Amara was baptised.  
Fr Scott was delighted to offer her this sacrament, and the congregation 
celebrated with her, her Godparents, family and friends. 

Holy Baptism 
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ANZAC DAY holds a profound 
significance in our collective 
memory as Australians and New 
Zealanders. It is a day to honour the 
courage, sacrifice, and resilience of 
those who served and died in wars, 
conflicts, and peacekeeping 
operations. The dawn service, a 
solemn and reflective tradition, calls 
us to pause and remember the 
bravery of the Anzacs, who landed 
on the shores of Gallipoli in 1915. 

 
Within our community, the spirit of 
Anzac Day resonates deeply. We 
gather to commemorate not only 
the fallen soldiers but also the 
values of unity and perseverance 
that their legacy inspires. This 
sacred day reminds us of the 
importance of standing together in 
gratitude and reflection, cherishing 
the peace and freedom they fought 
to protect. Whether through prayer, 
community services, or quiet 
moments of contemplation, Anzac 
Day serves as a powerful reminder 
of the enduring strength found in 
sacrifice and shared history. 
 
 
 
 

WO1 Michael Kitcher – Australian Army; Mr Anthony 
Mulquiney Sub-Branch President & Fr Scott Dulley 
Sub-Branch Chaplain in the ANZAC Day March. 

ON 27TH APRIL ST PETER’S HOSTED A 
SPECIAL AFTERNOON CELEBRATING THE 
GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS OF OUR KEY 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS. GUESTS WERE 
WELCOMED INTO A BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED 
OP SHOP AND ENJOYED SOME NIBBLES, 
PRIZES AND EVERYONE SHOPPED UNTIL THEY 
DROPPED FOR A HUGELY SUCCESSFUL DAY!! 
 
 
 

 OP SHOP 
 VIP’S 
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Hall Hire 
Our Parish Hall is available to hire for community or family events and functions. 

 
We currently host a number of local groups 
running weekly Yoga and Tai Chi classes. 

If you would like to hire the Hall, please contact 
the Parish Office.  

 

Saint Peter’s 
Columbarium 

-/- 

Many of our friends and loved ones rest in the columbarium 
niches and memorial garden. 

We invite all members of our local community to 
consider our columbarium as the final resting place 

for their cremated remains, where family members and 
descendants can visit. 

For further details about purchasing a columbarium niche 
please contact the Parish Office. 

 
 

Please pray for the souls of all those who have died since our last 
edition and their lives celebrated. 

 
 
 

 
Diane GREEDY 

Myree BOUGHTON 
Graeme TAYLOR 

Robert DYER 
Mary BUDDEN 

Kathleen REYNOLDS 
Harold MURRAY 
Mavis ELLICOTT 

Neil THOMAS 
Desmond WHYBURN 

Peter KING 

Regular Giving 
The preferred way of receiving peoples offering to support the 
ministry and mission of the Parish is by electronic bank transfer. 
 
Would you be willing to give your regular offering electronically?  

 
The Parish Council is asking all those who 
regularly give to the life of the Parish to 
consider doing so electronically.  Giving 
regularly by bank transfer is simple to set up 
and saves having to remember your giving 
envelopes each week. It also reduces security 
risks on the church site.  
 

There are two ways to set this up:  
★ If you have access to the internet and already use electronic 
banking for other payments you can set this up from within your 
bank’s website; 
★ If not, you can visit your local bank branch and ask the staff to 
arrange it for you.  

The Parish’s bank details are: 
Saint Peter’s Anglican Church 

BSB: 705-077, 
Account Number: 00040464 Reference: St Peter’s Giving. 

 
It is important for you to know that your giving will remain confidential. 
Christine Simpson-Morgan our Treasurer is available to help you. 
Please contact Christine at office@eastmaitlandanglican.org or on 
4934 5303 if you would like to discuss this confidentially. 
 

Memorial Flowers 
Throughout the year we 

remember our loved ones on 
the anniversary of their 

death.  Each year families 
remember loved ones who 

have died by dedicating 
memorial flowers in the 

church on the weekend in 
which they are included in 

our prayers. 
 

This is a lovely way to 
remember loved ones and to 
help Saint Peter’s maintain a 

supply of fresh flowers 
throughout the church. 

 
The cost of flowers is determined by the family making the donation, 
however as an indication this is usually in the order of $150 - $200. 

 
If you would like to organise memorial flowers for a loved one, please 
contact the Parish Office on 4934 5303 

                     
 

 
If you are a user of Facebook please like 

and share our pages: 
 

v East Maitland Anglican 
v Op Shop St Peter’s East Maitland 

 
 
Parish Office hours are as follows; 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   9am – 1pm 
 
Outside of these hours messages can be left 
phone (4934 5303) and will be responded to 

as promptly as possible during opening 
hours. 

 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
 

Saturday  6:00pm - Vigil Eucharist 
Sunday  8:30am - Parish Eucharist and 

Morning Tea 
Wednesday 8:00am – Eucharist 
1st Friday 10:30am – Eucharist 

 
 


