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Saint Peter’s Church
49 William Street East Maitland
Serving the Communities of Ashtonfield,
East Maitland, Four Mile Creek, Louth Park,
Metford, Pitnacree, Tenambit and the Hunter Region

Parish Oﬃce & Parish Information The
Parish Oﬃce is normally open on Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to
4 pm and is the first point of contact for all
parish enquiries and bookings. If the oﬃce is
unattended please leave a message. Contact
details and information about our regular
activities can be found in our Welcome Guide
available at the back of church, on the parish
website, or through the Parish Oﬃce.

Welcome

to Saint Peter's Church

Bargains Galore! Clothing,
Household items, Books,
Bric-a-brac - something for
everyone.

Pastoral Care Please advise the Parish
Oﬃce of any pastoral needs and especially if
someone is in hospital. If you need the
assistance of a priest at any time please
contact the Parish Oﬃce. After hours the
oﬃce telephone will provide a mobile phone
number for a member of staﬀ who can assist
you, or you can leave a message.
Baptisms and Weddings Information about
baptisms (christenings) is available on our
parish website. Information about holding a
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our
Wedding Guide and on our website. The best
way to make an enquiry about baptisms or
weddings is through our websites.
Site Hire The Parish Hall is available for hire
for one-oﬀ or regular community and
commercial events.
School & Retirement Living We commend
to you our Anglican College at Fletcher and
our Retirement Village in Tenambit.

Parish Oﬃce
Opening Times over the
Christ5as & New Year Period

The Parish Oﬃce will close at 4 pm on Thursday
24th December and re-open at 9 am on Tuesday
19th January 2021. During this period the Parish
Oﬃce telephone will give you the opportunity to
leave a message or provide an alternate phone
number for emergency contact.

OP
SHOP
Thursday 9am - 3pm
Friday 9am - 3pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm

Yor Wedding
at Saint Peter’s Church

Located at rear of St Peter’s
Parish Hall,
Banks Street, East Maitland

Contact Ph. 4934 5303
office@eastmaitlandanglican.org
www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
Op Shop St Peter’s East Maitland

Parish Oﬃce
Telephone: (02) 4934 5303
E-mail: oﬃce@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
Weddings: www.huntervalleyweddings.info

Sco<’s Spot
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has
shined.”
As we approach the end of this most extraordinary year we
surely more than ever hold on to the hope that echoes down
through the ages in the voice of the Prophet Isaiah.
For many 2020 has indeed been a year of deep darkness!
Throughout our world many have fallen ill or lost their lives as a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. World economies have been aﬀected, our communities have struggled with the
isolation that lockdown inevitably brings. Social isolation has led to increased domestic
violence and mental health issues and the most vulnerable in our community have continued
to just survive and not flourish. Our church buildings sat empty for a large part of the year and
to continue the pastoral and social aspects of our life together as God’s people we have been
forced to adopt many strange new habits.
And yet in these most unusual circumstances the light of Christ has continued to shine and St
Peter’s has continued to stand as a beacon on this holy hill. We have absolutely surprised
ourselves with our capacity as Anglicans to adapt to change throughout the pandemic. Live streamed online worship, pastoral care telephone calls and weekly distribution of food parcels
for those in need are but a few examples of the church being the church and sharing God’s
love, mercy and peace in diﬃcult times. We have been asked to step up - and indeed we have.
I am constantly amazed by the diverse geographical locations of our online worshippers. Most
impressive for a mid-sized suburban parish in the lower Hunter Valley.
But where to from here? What will 2021 and beyond hold for us and our community? I suspect
that in the new year we will continue to see social regulations on gatherings and social
interaction continue to be eased gradually and carefully. I imagine that our worship life together
will also slowly but surely see a decrease in regulation. Oh what a joy it will be to finally retire
my extensive collection of face masks which I now have in every colour of the liturgical
rainbow!
What I am sure of is that the community of faith that exists and continues to grow in and
around St Peter’s East Maitland will flourish by God’s grace. As we join our voices with the
voice of the Psalmist and, “sing a new song to the Lord, and proclaim the Good News of his
salvation from day to day”, we will indeed live into the call that God has placed on all our
hearts!
May you know the love, joy and peace of the Christ-child of Bethlehem in these days. May you
find times of refreshment and re-creation amidst the hustle and bustle of the season. May you
be renewed and strengthened in your resolve to love God with your whole being and your
neighbour as yourself. And may you daily remember the ones we are most called to serve.
Sarah, Georgia and I wish you and yours a very happy and holy Christmas and a bright and
exciting 2021.
With the assurance of my prayers.
Your Priest and brother in Christ, Scott.

Farewell to the Hay Family
Saint Peter’s Parish Family said a
fond farewell to the Hay family at the
combined service on Sunday 29th
November. The family was
presented with a framed drawing of
Saint Peter’s Church that we hope
will be a lasting reminder of the years
spent here. Louise was also
delighted to receive a magnificent
bouquet.
We are certainly going to miss them
all – not just Louise for her pivotal
role as Co-ordinator of Playgroup
and Music Time, but the older boys who assisted as Servers, Rod who was a valued member of
the Parish Council, and the entire family that attended Petrus Community Church.
We wish them well in their move to Victoria. Don’t be strangers!!

Welcome to our new PRIEST
With a long record at Saint Peter’s Church, initially as a member of the
Parish since 1979, and Deacon since 2012, the Parish Community was
keen to support The Reverend Wendy Brack who was ordained as a
Priest at Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday 28th November 2020.
Despite the many Covid-19 restrictions, more than 60 parishioners
attended the ordination ceremony to support Wendy on this auspicious
occasion, many of whom travelled on the 57 seater bus that was hired
to transport parishioners into Newcastle for the ordination.
With no time to waste, Reverend Wendy presided at the 7.30am
combined Sunday service the following morning to a large
congregation, where she was delighted to be presented with the gift of
Chasubles from the Parish.
We are thrilled to be part of Reverend Wendy’s journey into Priesthood and look forward to
supporting her as she leads services in weeks and months to come.

Thank You Oom Reverend Wendy ……
A huge THANK YOU to you ALL at St Peter’s for the many
expressions of congratulations on my Ordination to the
Priesthood. Especially to those who were able to attend the
service, and for the gifts, floral arrangements, cards, emails,
and phone calls.
Thanks also to those who were at my first Eucharist on
Sunday, and to everyone for your love, support and
encouragement, not only during my eight years as a Deacon,
but all the years as a parishioner. I was delighted to be able
to share my Ordination with so many of you. This is a
celebration for us all.
God Bless
Rev’d Wendy

Registers
Holy Baptism

During December and January baptisms are
scheduled for Frankie Violet Macdonell-Scott,
Remi Rose Tanner, Aubrey Isabelle FieldFolpp, Sophia Helen Hickey and Harland
Terry Wayne Robinson. Baptisms now take
place on Sundays at 1pm.

Holy MatMimony
Please pray for those who have been married
recently or who are preparing to be married in
coming weeks, amongst them Neville Cordwell
and Sabina Wani on 9th January, and
Terrence Wilkinson and Jessica Anstee on
23rd January.

Rest in Peace

Please pray for the souls of all those who have
died recently, including Lyall Ward, Eileen
Whyburn, Tarryn Sargent, Neville Straker, and
Norma McLetchie. May they rest in peace.

Parish DiarH ……….

The majority of Parish activities are on hold at
the present time due to the Covid-19 situation.
We continue to be guided by Government
guidelines and advice from the Diocese.

Memorial Flowers
Throughout the year we pray for the souls of
loved ones on the anniversary of their death.
Each year families remember loved ones who
have died by dedicating memorial flowers in the
church on the weekend in which they are
included in our prayers. (There are no flowers in
church during Lent).
This is a lovely way to remember loved ones and
to help Saint Peter’s maintain a supply of fresh
flowers throughout the church.
The cost of flowers is determined by the family
making the donation, however as an indication
this is usually in the order of $150 - $200.
If you would like to organise memorial flowers
for a loved one, please contact Flower Coordinator, Liz Brown. on 0422 101448 or Maryka
in the Parish Oﬃce on 4934 5303.

Mission Partnerships

Youth Engagement
Youth Engagement grants support
mission activities that benefit Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children and
young people. The grants are appraised
and prioritised by NATSIAC, the National
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Anglican Council.
In the Northern Territory, a Youth Engagement
grant has assisted with the production of
culturally relevant Sunday School material for
use by Aboriginal congregations. Funds have
also assisted the burgeoning youth ministry at
Bamaga on the Cape York Peninsula.
Grant applications for Youth Engagement are
managed through the same process as
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mission
Grants.

The Gunbalanya Men’s Music Initiative began
because some older men were worried about the
younger men getting in trouble and wanted to
share the good news with them through music and
give the boys and men something better to do.
© M Pearson, Diocese of the Northern Territory,
2019.© Anglican Church in the Province of
Myanmar (CPM).

Your support for this work will be used for
projects across Australia to assist Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and youth. In 2020
Youth Engagement needs $30,000
HOW TO DONATE - Donations can be made by cheque/money order (made out
to the Anglican Board of Mission - Australia). Please don’t forget to include the
project name and/or code AU011YE with your payment details.
Gifts to ABM will be applied to the support of project(s) selected. In the unlikely
event of the project being oversubscribed or not proceeding to completion,
donations will be applied to a similar project to the one(s) selected.

Thank You to our Volunteers
As we celebrate the Christmas Season and the
tumultuous year that was 2020 draws to a close, it is
important for us to recognise and thank the many people
who volunteer their time and energy to the many jobs
that take place across the Saint Peter’s site throughout
the year. The church would not run so efficiently, the
grounds would not look so magnificent, we would not be
able to help so many in need in the community, and
funds would not be raised, if it were not for the efforts of
our volunteers.
The jobs are too many to list, the volunteers too many to name, but next time you marvel at the
beauty of our church, take time to say a quiet Thank You to the many people who contribute of
themselves to ensuring that Saint Peter’s is looked after and loved so very well.

Parish GoverRance

The work of the Parish has continued throughout 2020 thanks to the commitment of the Parish
Council and the many volunteers who work so diligently to keep the Parish looking at its very best.
During 2020 Parish Council meetings were held either by online Zoom meetings, or Covid Executive
meetings. November 2020 saw the resumption of the full Parish Council meeting, where the
following items were discussed:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replacement of mowers
Purchase of TV screen for the church
Remediation of stone wall in William Street corner garden
Cost of Columbarium Niche
Resignation of Families and Children’s Worker
Engineering Property Risk Report
Stained Glass Windows in Southern Clerestory

Church Wardens - Anne Page, Geoﬀ Seccombe and Kevin ShorY

Kinship Care
(for5erly known as GAPS)
At the recent Kinship Care get-together a special award was made to
Maureen and Kevin Jeans for their support and loyalty in assisting all
the carers and volunteers over many years.
The group is looking forward
to the annual camp for
children, Grandparents and
Carers at Soldiers Point at
the end of November. It is
folk like Maureen and Kevin
that enable these special
events to take place.

Changes in Eucharist Times over Christ5as/New Year
This year Christmas Eve is a Thursday.
The Christmas Eve services commence in the afternoon with a Family Service at 6pm, followed by
Holy Eucharist at 8.30pm and Midnight Mass at 11.30pm.
The Christmas Day Eucharist will be at 8.30am
There will be no Saturday Vigil Eucharist on 26th December.
The Saturday service will recommence on 2nd January 2021
On Sunday 27th December there will be one Eucharist at 8.30 am.
Normal weekend Eucharists re-commence on Saturday 2nd January at 6 pm and Sunday 3rd January
at 7.30am and 10.30am
There will be no Wednesday Eucharist on 30th December. The usual Wednesday service will
recommence at 8 am on Wednesday 6th January.

Nominations open for Lay SyRod Representatives
The Bishop has issued a mandate for parishes to elect Lay Synod Representatives for
the Fifty-Third Synod of the Diocese.
The Synod will meet for two sessions in 2021. The first session will commence with the
Synod Eucharist on Friday 5th March at 6.00pm at Christ Church Cathedral and
continue on Saturday 6th March 2021 from 8.30am - 6.00pm at the Newcastle
Exhibition and Convention Centre.
The second session will commence with the Synod Eucharist on Friday 29th October
2021 at 6.00pm at Christ Church Cathedral and continue on Saturday 30th October
from 8.30am – 6.00pm at the Newcastle Exhibition and Convention Centre.
A Special General Meeting of the Parish will be held on Sunday 13th December 2020 at
9.30am in St Peter’s Church for the election of Lay Synod Representatives for this
parish.
To be eligible to nominate a person for those positions,
accept nomination for one of those positions and vote at that meeting
a person must be an Elector of this Parish.

Nomination forms for Lay Synod Representatives are available at the west end of the
church. Those accepting nomination must be available to attend both sessions of
Synod in 2021 and will also be required to attend the third session of Synod at a time
to be determined in 2022. Nominations close at midday on Friday 11th December 2020.
Please place completed nomination forms in the gold box at the west end of the
Church or hand deliver to the Parish Office during office hours.

Op Shop Update
by Jane Hall

Well, what a year to remember! A year of many
challenges to life as we know it. We started off the
year well, but just scraped in for our Market Day on
14th March and the following weekend we were all in
lockdown! Like everything, Covid has brought a few
challenges to our little Op Shop, but we have all risen
to these little challenges and that is what makes our
dynamic Op Shop what it is! From Volunteer Covid
Training on 22nd June, to re opening on 2nd July, to
quarantining our donations. We are so very grateful
for our wonderful group of Op Shop Volunteers for their commitment, support and most importantly
their valuable gift of time that makes our Op Shop so great!
Our new Cash register has made things a little easier, and I am sure our customers think it is great
too.
Our Op Shop Matriarch, Bev Steggles is our beautiful gift that keeps on giving. Bev has made some
amazing donations during the year to our Op Shop which has enabled the Op Shop and our Parish
to benefit financially. We cannot thank you enough Bev. We are again most thankful to you for your
kindness and generosity.
We would also like to thank Richard Fellows and Dave Burton for all your little behind the scenes
jobs that you do for us in the Op Shop. Also Maryka, always there to lend a helping hand with
anything! And of course our continued support from Father Scott.
We have been overwhelmed with our continued community support this year. Our Facebook page
is growing every week and keeps our followers updated with our weekly specials. Also, our
Christmas Raffle raised $388. 1st Prize was won by Marc Sanders, 2nd Prize was won by Kevin
Jeans and 3rd Prize by Jill Waters. Our Prize winners were thrilled with their prizes.
The Op Shop will close on Saturday 19th December and re-open on Thursday 21st January 2021.
Wishing you and your families a wonderful, safe and Holy Christmas and New Year 2021.

If you are a user of Facebook please like and share our Facebook Pages:
East Maitland Anglican
•
Petrus Community
•
St Peter’s Playgroup East Maitland
•
Op Shop St Peter’s East Maitland
•
We are finding that Facebook is a very useful way to keep people informed about activities at Saint
Peter’s and has had a good response from young families interested in coming along to join Music
Time and Playgroup.

Visit our Website: www.east5aitlandanglican.org
Latest News and Events + Information about the Life of our Parish

Community Ministries

Christ5as Food Appeal
With a significant increase in the number of clients
over the last few months and with Christmas fast
approaching we are appealing to the generous
people of Saint Peter’s to help stock our
cupboards.
We will be giving out Christmas Hampers this year
to the people who have been receiving Oz Harvest
food parcels and to others in need in the
community, and these will see our shelves emptied
of many items.
We are grateful for the ongoing support from the St
Peter’s Parish Family and from local Rotary and
Lions clubs towards the cost of these hampers,
however we would still appreciate donations of
basic food items so that we can continue to help
those in need in our local area:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cereal – Cornflakes, Weetbix, Rice Bubbles
Long Life Milk
2 Minute Noodles
Pasta and Pasta Sauces
Tinned vegetables - beetroot, corn, peas,
Ready meals especially pasta ones
Tinned Spaghetti and Baked Beans
Rice cream
Jelly
Tinned Fruit

The team of volunteers who will be helping to put
together the Christmas Hampers

All Souls Day Eucharist
The All Souls Day Eucharist took place on
Monday 2nd November as we remembered
our loved ones and others with whom our
lives are connected who have passed from
this life into the nearer presence of God.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions the service
looked a little different to previous years,
however many people were able to come
along to light a candle in memory of their
loved ones.
This was a beautiful and meaningful service as we remembered those who have
passed from this life.

Saint Peter’s PantMH
In the absence of the weekly Community Meal
due to Covid-19 guidelines, we have been able
to help those in need on a weekly basis by
making up food parcels that are collected on a
Wednesday afternoon.
All this is thanks to OzHarvest who drop oﬀ a
delivery of fresh food that has been donated,
predominantly from local Aldi and Woolies
stores.
We are very grateful to have a team of
volunteers from the Parish who help to unload
the OzHarvest truck, sort the delivery, and then
divide into food parcels for those who have
registered to receive a parcel.
What is in the food parcels is very much an
unknown quantity as it depends on what
OzHarvest receives from the stores, so this
makes a diﬀerence to what goes into the food
parcels, but everything is always very well
received.
If you are aware of anyone doing it tough, who
would appreciate a food parcel, please ask them
to contact the Parish Oﬃce on a Tuesday to
register for the following day. The only
requirement is that they are required to collect
their food parcel from the Parish Hall at a
designated time the following day.
NB: There will be no OzHarvest delivery on
Wednesday 30th December.

Prayers at the Advent Wreath
In the season of Advent the opening prayers of
our liturgy help us to prepare for the coming of
Christ amongst us.
Each week we light a new candle: the first for
HOPE, the second for PEACE, the third for JOY,
the fourth for LOVE, and at Christmas the Christ
candle.
We pray for a deeper experience of Christ’s love
in our lives, and a closer following of Christ in all
we do and say.
For some families there is a wonderful tradition of
creating a small Advent Wreath in their own
homes and lighting the candles each week and
praying these prayers. Why not consider doing
this this year?

Praying in the MorRing and
Evening at Home in Advent
This Advent we invite you to consider praying a
simple form of Morning and Evening Prayer at
home each day. The outline for these prayers is
included in the following pages.
Daily Morning and Evening prayer is available on
the Cathedral YouTube channel - simply search
for Christ Church Cathedral Newcastle in your
search engine.

Prayers at the Advent Wreath
Third Week of Advent

As we light the third candle on the Advent
wreath, the candle of JOY, we pray for courage
to follow Christ.
God for whom we wait,
you sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suﬀer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

FourYh Week of Advent
First Week of Advent

As we light the fourth candle on the Advent
wreath, the candle of LOVE, we pray that we
may know Christ’s presence.

Eternal God,
through long generations you prepared a way
for the coming of your Son,
and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine
our paths:
renew us in faith and hope
that we may welcome Christ to guide our
thoughts
and claim our love;
to whom be glory for ever. Amen

Eternal, creator God
you chose Mary to be the mother of the
Christ:
we rejoice that she placed her life at the
service of your love,
may your gentle presence now so touch us
that we open our hearts and lives
to the divine birth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Second Week of Advent

Christ5as

Gracious God
you are the source of peace and wholeness;
open our hearts in welcome,
and remove the things that hinder us
from receiving Christ with joy,
enable us to share his peace
and become one with him;
for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

God of love,
your eternal Word chose a dwelling among us,
that we might live in your presence:
grant us a spirit of wisdom
to know how rich is the glory you have given us,
and how great is the hope to which we are called
in the Word made flesh;
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen

As we light the first candle on the Advent wreath,
the candle of HOPE, we pray for Christ’s light.

As we light the second candle on the Advent
wreath, the candle of PEACE, we pray for deeper
union with Christ.

As we light the Christ candle on the Advent
wreath we pray for a fresh experience of God’s
love in Christ.

Praying at Home in the MorRing in Advent
Opening Prayer

Read a Psalm from the Bible

Begin in stillness and silence

Read a Short Passage from the Bible

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Prayers

Reveal among us the light of your presence
that we may behold your power and glory.

Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.

A Song of Christ’s Glory
Jesus, Emmanuel, draws near
Come let us adore him
Christ is the image of the invisible God:
the first-born of all creation.
For in him all things were created:
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.
All things were created through him and for him:
he is before all things
and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the Church:
he is the beginning, the first-born from the dead.
For it pleased God that in him
all fullness should dwell:
and through him all things be reconciled to
himself.
(Colossians 1.15-20)
Jesus, Emmanuel, draws near
Come let us adore him
Prayer
The night has passed, and the day lies open
before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.
Pause to give thanks to God
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

Our Father...
Lord, show us your mercy,
and grant us your salvation.
Keep our nation under your care,
and guide us in justice and truth.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness
and make your chosen people joyful.
Lord, save your people,
and bless your inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord,
for you are our help and strength.
Create in us clean hearts, O God,
and renew us by your Holy Spirit.
Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away
the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ
came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again
in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with us all evermore. Amen.
(2 Corinthians 13.14)

