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The Anglican Parish of East Maitland

Saint Peter’s Church  

47 William Street East Maitland 
Serving the Communities of Ashtonfield,  

East Maitland, Four Mile Creek, Louth Park, 
Metford, Pitnacree, Tenambit and the Hunter Region 

Parish Office & Parish Information  The 
Parish Office is normally open on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 
4 pm and is the first point of contact for all 
parish enquiries and bookings. If the office is 
unattended please leave a message.  Contact 
details and information about our regular 
activities can be found in our Welcome Guide 
available at the back of church, on the parish 
website, or through the Parish Office.  

Pastoral Care  Please advise the Parish 
Office of any pastoral needs and especially if 
someone is in hospital.  If you need the 
assistance of a priest at any time please 
contact the Parish Office.  After hours the 
office telephone will automatically re-direct 
you (without charge to you) to a member of 
staff who can assist you. 

Baptisms and Weddings  Information about 
baptisms (christenings) is available on our 
parish website.  Information about holding a 
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our 
Wedding Guide and on our wedding website.  
The best way to make an enquiry about 
baptisms or weddings is through our 
websites. 

Site Hire  The Parish Hall is available for hire 
for one-off or regular community and 
commercial events.


School & Retirement Living  We commend 
to you our Anglican College at Fletcher and 
our Retirement Village in Tenambit. 


  Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303     
E-mail: office@eastmaitlandanglican.org

Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org  

Weddings:  www.huntervalleyweddings.info

Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323 


Saint Peter’s Columbarium 
The mortal remains of many of our friends and loved 

ones rest in the columbarium niches  
and memorial garden.  


We invite all members of our local community to 
consider our columbarium as the final resting place 
for their cremated remains, where family members 

and descendants can visit.    


For further details about purchasing a columbarium 
niche please speak to Maryka in the Parish Office.

 Yor Wedding 
  

at Saint Peter’s Church 

Welcome  
 to Saint Peter's Church

Come and join us for our 
relaxed neighbourhood 
playgroup for new borns, 
toddlers and  pre-school 
children with parents, 
grandparents and carers 

We meet on Friday mornings 
during school term time 
from 10 am to 12 noon
in St Peter’s Parish Hall,  
Banks Street, East Maitland 

PLAY  
Group 

Contact Ph. 4934 5303
www.eastmaitlandanglican.org

St Peter's Playgroup East Maitland

http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org


A Message (om Mother Beat/ice Pate 

On the weekend of 5th and 6th October, we will celebrate the Feast of 
St Francis at each of our services. At the 9.30am service we will have a 
specially prepared liturgy which will include the Blessing of the 
Animals.  Do come along and bring your pet, or a picture of it.  Or 
perhaps, as some of the children from Petrus are planning, bring a soft 
toy!

For many of us, pets play a big part in our lives.  Dogs and cats, 
perhaps with their long history of domesticity, are especially precious to 
many of us, but various other animals also provide company and interest – so all animals, safely 
transported and restrained, are welcome in church at 9.30am on 6th October.

Caring for pets reminds us to get out of our own heads – to think of the needs of others, especially 
those who do not have the advantage of language.

As St Francis was the one who challenged and led the church to recognise our responsibility to the 
natural world, it is fitting that we  use his day to celebrate the role of pets in our life, and think about 
our responsibility to the natural world, to caring for the environment and working to preserve this 
beautiful world for future generations.

I suppose most of us know the story of St Francis but let us just recall some of the central points of 
his life. He was born in Assisi in Italy in about 1181 CE. His father was a wealthy cloth merchant, his 
mother, a beautiful Frenchwoman.  Francis grew up in the lap of luxury wanting for nothing. However 
he grew into a wild young and stylish man. Along with his compatriots he longed for excitement and 
as war with surrounding provinces arose, providing an opportunity, he soon signed up. Straight into 
conflict, untrained, Assisi troops outnumbered by the town’s enemies, Francis soon found himself 
imprisoned.  His life was preserved because his aristocratic clothing made those who captured him 
think he would be good for a generous ransom. 

Released from prison, after a year long process whilst the ransom was 
negotiated with his father, Francis came back a very different man.  He 
sought solitude and prayer. Riding in the woods one day he encountered 
a leper.  Instead of riding by as fast as possible, as he would have 
previously done, he dismounted and following what he saw as the 
example of Jesus, kissed the leper and his deeper spiritual life began

He spent more and more time in the woods and in caring for lepers.  One 
day, praying before an old crucifix at the Church of St Damiano, he heard 
Christ’s voice commanding him to rebuild the Church and to live a life of 
poverty.

Many people around thought him mad, but he persevered and shortly 
had 12 followers, the number exploding to hundreds. Many came to see 
him exemplifying the way of poverty Christ taught.

The church at the time was the central power in the west and had grown 
haughty and ruthless – Francis showed a different way.  It was he who 
started the idea of a Christmas crib – a humble and simple replication of 
the stable, manger, Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus.

His influence down the centuries has been immeasurable.  With his love for the natural world and 
respect for all living things, he is now seen as the Patron Saint of Animals and the Environment.




Indeed, environment is something that must challenge each of us.  Last week Dennis and I, along with 
our daughter Kathy, attended the youth Climate Strike in Newcastle.  It was moving and affirming to 
gather with so many others.  The Newcastle Herald gave the number attending as 10,000 people of all 
ages.

The young people had 
organised everything 
beautifully.  Many 
powerful, intelligent 
and articulate young 
speakers took their 
turn at the 
microphone.  They 
were affirming the 
need for change and 
called for a transition 
from fossil fuels to 
renewables.

Many, I know, just cannot see the point of this call for change. They argue that there have always been 
droughts and flooding rains as Dorothea Mackellar wrote.  Indeed, this is part of the climate of our vast 
land. However, the issue now is that all these things are becoming more and more extreme and are 
happening with increasing frequency.  And it is getting to the time that we will not be able to halt the 
process of gradually increasing average temperatures.

The Bureau of Meteorology reports for Australia that:


The 11-year mean temperature for 2008–2018 was the highest on record at 0.77 °C above 
average. Only one of Australia's warmest ten years occurred before 2005, and nine of the last 
ten years have been warmer than average. Warming associated with anthropogenic climate 
change has seen Australian annual mean temperatures increase by just over one degree since 
1910. Most of this warming has occurred since 1950. (read the whole report: Annual climate 
statement 2018, on the Bureau of Meteorology website.) 
This continual rise in average temperature is played out not just in Australia but worldwide. Yes, 
changes in climate have happened before over millions and millions of years, but none have occurred 
so quickly.

Stand in the sun for ten minutes in summer, feel the heat, imagine the effect of sunlight on growing 
plants, and remember those plants are storing CO2. Multiply your square metre to cover Australia, once 
covered with vast forests, over millions of years stored in the ground as coal. The effect of millions of 
years of sunshine, that buried CO2, we have released since the beginning of the industrial revolution.

We stand at a tipping point: if we do not act in the next few short years to cut back on these emissions, 
it will be too late to prevent increasing temperature rises, which will further destabilise the climate.

As Christians we recall the beautiful story of Creation from Genesis 1. You will remember that on the 
last day, God having created humans and given them dominion (stewardship would be a better word, I 
think), has certainly committed us to care for our planet, for the environment, and for each other.

St Francis, 900 years earlier gives an example of care for the planet, for natural things, and does so in 
the name of God, following the way of Christ.  So on the weekend of 5th/6th October we will give thanks 
for his vision and passion for the natural world and hopefully commit ourselves to helping to preserve it 
for future generations.

Blessings

Mthr Beatrice




Parish Diar4 

Special Events in October 
Please join us and invite your friends! 

Sunday 6th October - 9.30am 
Pet Blessing Service 

Sunday 13th October - 6.00pm 
Three Choirs Evensong 

Special Events in November 
Please join us and invite your friends! 

Monday 25th November - 7pm 
Commissioning of Fr Scott Dulley 

Registers 

Holy Baptism 
We welcome all those who will be baptised into the 
Body of Christ at Saint Peter’s in the coming weeks, 
amongst them Aurora-Mae Maria Weir and Lillian 
Ava Camposano.  Please pray for them and for 
their families.


Holy Mat/imony

Please pray for those who have been married 
recently or who are preparing to be married in 
coming weeks, amongst them James Carey & 
Melissa Dron on 19th October, Todd Drewery & 
Katryna Mullock on 9th November, Matthew 
Sutton & Mellanie Meadows on 15th November, 
and Clinton Melmeth & Caitlin Farrar on 23rd 
November.   Kylie & Michael Neville will be 
renewing their Wedding Vows on 9th November.


Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the souls of all those who have died 
recently, including John Price and Peter 
Matthews, may they rest in peace.


In Memoriam 
Throughout the year we pray for the souls of loved 
ones on the anniversary of their death.  Each year 
families remember loved ones who have died by 
dedicating memorial flowers in the church on the 
weekend in which they are included in our prayers.  
In October this will include flowers in memory of 
Elizabeth Mills.  


1st Oct 10 am: Craft Time 

	 	 (and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month)


1st 7.30 pm: Man Talk 
(and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month) 

2nd 10 am: Enquiring Minds 
(and every Wednesday in school term time) 

2nd 6 pm: Companions of Saint Peter  
Eucharist and Chapter Meeting  
(and 1st Wednesday each month) 

3rd 4.30 pm: Talitha Community 
(and every Thursday in school term time) 

3rd 4.30 for 5 pm: Community Meal 
(and every Thursday) 

4th 10.30 am: First Friday Eucharist 
(and 1st Friday of each month) 

6th 9.30am Pet Blessing Service 

13th 5 pm: Petrus Community Church 
	 (and 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month) 

13th 6.00pm Three Choirs Evensong 

14th 10 am: Cursillo Group 
	 (and 1st Monday each month) 

14th 7 pm: Esther Community 
	 	 (and every Monday)


16th 6 pm: Supper with the Saints & 
                    7 pm Compline 

(and 3rd Wednesday each month) 

16th 7 pm: Parish Council Meeting  

21st 10 am: Mothers’ Union Meeting   
(and 3rd Monday of each month) 

21st 2 pm: Enlightenment Group 
	 	 (and first & third Monday of each month) 
  
23rd	 6 pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner 

25th 6 pm: Stations of the Cross 
(every 4th Friday of each month) 

3rd Nov 12 noon Parish Pub Lunch 

4th Nov 6pm All Souls Service 



All Souls Day Eucharist 
Monday 4 November commencing 6.00pm 
Do you plan to attend this special All Soul’s Day service as we remember our 
loved ones and others with whom our lives are connected who have passed 
from this life into the nearer presence of God?


This year we will only be including in our prayers those whose names are 
recorded on the lists in the back of the church. We will be preparing these lists throughout October, so 
do make sure you put down the names of your family and friends that you wish to be included.

On the evening itself, welcomers will be on hand to ensure that all who attend have included the names 
of their loved ones, and to add any who have not already been included.

Do make sure you put this in your diary and make every effort to come to this beautiful and meaningful 
service.


St Francis Day  - Pet Blessing 

Sunday 6th October at 9.30am 

Do come along and enjoy this very special annual Blessing of 
the Pets service. Bring your pets if you have any that travel, 
or just come and enjoy other people’s pets. You are welcome 
with or without pets.


The Pet Blessing will be incorporated in an informal Holy 
Communion service.


Involved in the service that day will be young people from the Sunday 
evening Petrus Family Communion service.  It will be great to have their 
involvement.


If you would prefer to worship in a quieter atmosphere, come to the 
Saturday evening Eucharist at 6.00pm, or to the 7.30am Eucharist.


Combined Choirs Festival Evensong 

Sunday 13th October 2019 

Following on the success of previous years, the Combined Choirs 
Evensong will take place at Saint Peter’s Church on Sunday 13th 
October at 6pm. 


Featuring the choirs of East Maitland, Raymond Terrace and Morpeth, the choirs will sing under the 
conductorship of Evanne Sherringham, with Fr Stephen Williams leading the service.


The choirs will sing a range of sacred songs and hymns, selected by all the choirs.


This is a very special choral event - please come along to support our choristers.  Light refreshments 
will be provided following the service.




Families and Children’s Minist/4 
- an update (om Louise Hay 

At Saint Peter's our music program has a range of benefits.  This month I 
want to talk about what they are: 

 

Rhy8e 
The kids learn all the nursery rhymes as well as lesser known children's 
songs.  A lot of these songs have rhyming in them.  Rhymes are excellent 
for little ones as they hear how vowels and consonants sound when they listen to nursery rhymes.  
Rhymes demonstrate how to combine these sounds to form words.  These nursery rhymes also 
teach the children the appropriate pitch, voice inflection, cadence, volume and rhythm.


Actions to Songs 
By adding movement to these songs we are developing the children's memory and social skills, as 
well as their creative thinking and focused listening.  Combined, the children start to build music 
foundations such as singing in tune and moving in time.


Playing Percussion InstABments 
As the children play the various percussion instruments at Music Time, we are developing both their 
gross and fine movements to produce sound.  Playing these instruments makes the children use 
both sides of their brain, which strengthens their memory power.


Blowing Bubbles 
During Music Time we listen to a classical song 
and the children blow bubbles.  The children 
love blowing bubbles and this is a good activity 
as they chase bubbles, and run and jump for 
them, without realising they are exercising and 
using all the muscles in their bodies.  Bubbles 
can change direction quickly so this helps to 
develop skills in direction and build quick 
reactions.  Some children try to catch the 
bubbles on their wands and this helps develop 
their fine motor skills.

We have so much fun at Music Time, singing, 
dancing and playing together but there is so 
much more going on!


Music Time is held everF Wednesday during school ter8 time Hom 10am - 12 noon.   
PlaygAoup is held everF Friday during school ter8 time Hom 10am - 12 noon.   

All are welcome to come along - no need to book. 

Visit our Website: www.eastTaitlandanglican.org 
Latest News and Events + Information about the Life of our Parish 



SAINT PETER’S OP SHOP
MARKET DAY

Saturday 23rd November 2019
8 am - 12 noon

Bargains Galore - all good quality items at 
vastly reduced prices - Clothing, DVDs, 

Jewellery, Toys, Bric-a-Brac

Sausage Sizzle, Plants, Coffee Van, Home 
Made Cooking Stall, and Refreshments

Rear of St Peter’s Parish Hall at 
52 Banks Street, East Maitland

If you are a user of Facebook please like and share our Facebook Pages:

•     East Maitland Anglican

•     Petrus Community

•     St Peter’s Playgroup East Maitland


We are finding that Facebook is a very useful way to keep people informed about activities at Saint 
Peter’s and has had a good response from young families interested in coming along to join Music 
Time and Playgroup.

Date for your Diar4 - Carols on the 
Hill

The 2019 Carols on the Hill is scheduled for Friday 13th 
December, commencing at 6pm.   Always a popular event, we 
will again have The Three Tenors as our keynote entertainers, 
together with Maitland City Choir, Maitland Brass Band, and 
Maitland Pipes and Drums.


Let us hope that the weather smiles on us this year and that the 
outdoor venue in the grounds of Saint Peter’s goes ahead - although we are fortunate that we can 
always move indoors and take advantage of the wonderful acoustics of Saint Peter’s.




Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council meets each month - including Church Wardens, Parish Councillors and members of 
the Ministry Team.  Meetings cover a range of topics to ensure that all aspects of Parish life are 
considered and addressed in a timely fashion.  Topics discussed at the September meeting included:


• Renovation work in the Rectory prior to the arrival of the new Incumbent and his family.

• Removal of pews at rear of church on northern side.

• Initial planning to replace the church roof.

• Installation of fire exit door at Western end of church.

• Construction of large storage shed to replace old shed adjacent to Op Shop.


Church Wardens - Anne Page, Geoff Seccombe and Kevin ShorZ

Mothers’ Union 
Many members of the Mothers’ Union have been 
involved for several years.  This is exemplified 
by presentations to be made at the 9.30am 
Eucharist on Sunday 20th October to long 
serving members Margaret Dunn, who will 
receive her 60 year membership badge, and 
Kathleen Waddell who will receive her 50 year 
membership badge.   An impressive 
achievement ladies! 

The Mothers’ Union end of year function will be held on Monday 18th November 
with a Eucharist at 11am followed by lunch at the Regal Hunter at Tenambit. 

On August 19th; the St Peter’s Mothers Union met at the home of 
Yvonne Bell for their yearly “Friendship Luncheon”. Special guest 
speaker was Carol Connaughton who gave us an interesting 
insight into her life and her current work for The Maitland Regional 
Art Gallery (MRAG) Art & Dementia program.  


Carol grew up in the NSW town of Wellington and worked as a 
Nurse at Orange Base Hospital, where she met and married her 
husband. Later on she moved to Sydney, and then overseas and 
to the United States of America for a period of time. When she 
returned to Australia, Carol became Deputy Director of a Nursing 
Home in Sydney before finally making her home in the Maitland 
area.  Carol has a great sense of pride and humility about her work with MRAG and its visitors with 
dementia and other conditions.  Her talk was very much appreciated by the members of The 
Mothers’ Union. Special thanks must also go to Yvonne Bell who provided a great venue and a 
splendid lunch.


The Mothers’ Union meets on the third Monday of each month, usually at 10am in the Meeting 
Room adjacent to the Parish Hall, or during the Winter months at a member’s home.  New 
members are always welcome - for further details please contact Judy Redden on 4934 8130. 



Samaritans 

An update (om the Emergency Relief team 

It is almost two years since we moved from what was 
the Youth Centre (now the Op Shop) to the Parish Hall.   
Around the same time we became eligible to receive 
some Government funded services.  Previously all the 
help we provided was donated and keeping within our 
resources we were able to give quite freely.   At that 
time we operated as a drop-in centre, appointments 
were not needed as we had three rooms that could be 
used as private interview rooms and clients never had 
to wait very long to be seen.


Under the new system the following Government 
funded services are now available:

• Power accounts up to $300 – once in each 6 months 

of the financial year.

• Telstra accounts (phone use only) – up to $100 per 

year.

• We can contact Hunter Water and liaise on behalf of 

clients to have their account reduced – this varies but 
can often be several hundred dollars.


• Coles’ supermarket vouchers (these cannot be used to purchase alcohol or cigarettes).

• A Caseworker who is present each Thursday, and a financial counsellor located in High Street, 

Maitland – both of these services offer excellent advice and help free of charge.


Working from the Parish Hall we only have one office in which to conduct interviews – to obtain the 
above services we have to phone the provider and then fill in lengthy forms – appointments are now 
required in order to reduce the waiting time for clients.


As we are now using Government/Taxpayer money to credit clients’ accounts, often by quite a 
substantial amount, we have the responsibility to be very accountable, with all the required paperwork 
having to be carefully checked.


Food Parcels, Christmas Hampers items and gifts are not covered by funding – we rely on donations 
from Anglican Parishes and we supplement these items by cash donations from individuals and local 
clubs.


Clients who drop in and/or do not have the necessary paperwork are asked to obtain the necessary 
forms and come back, or alternatively they can receive a food parcel only.  The clients who choose a 
food parcel only do not have a formal interview – a basic form is completed.  The clients who do have 
an interview are assessed by the interviewer who then allocates the quantity of food to be given to 
them.


There is a very insightful saying “Do not give a man a fish, but give him a fishing line”.  Based on that 
principle, the Samaritans motto is “Give a hand up, not a hand out”.   Requiring the client to obtain 
the correct paperwork and to make an appointment encourages them to develop a sense of 
responsibility and dignity.


We thank all parishioners who donate to our food basket – we are most grateful for your generosity.


Thank You 

Some members of the Samaritans 

Emergency Relief Team



Sunday Aster]oon EnterZainment 
The Parish Hall resounded to the sound of laughter at the recent Sunday Afternoon Entertainment 
where the audience thoroughly enjoyed the film “Three Summers”.   Set in Western Australia and 
following the characters attending a Folk Festival over three summers, this Australian film featured 
top Australian actors and plenty of entertaining one-liners.   Ice Creams during the show, followed 
by Pizzas and Wine, ensured that the afternoon was enjoyed by all who attended.


Over $500 was raised for the church at this very enjoyable afternoon.  Many thanks to all who came 
along.


Mission ParZ]erships 
An Update (om  Al Ahli Arab 
Hospital in Gaza 

Some required amputations. Some were just 
children. Many had wounds from gunshots and 
air strikes. From 30th of March 2018 till 31st 
December 2018, Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza 
treated 276 people (271 males and 5 females). 
149 of them underwent surgical procedures.

The Ahli Arab Hospital, operated in Gaza by the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, seeks ‘to glorify 
God and bear witness to His love as manifested in the life of Jesus Christ’. The hospital is part of a 
broader health system in Gaza that had to deal with an upsurge in violence during 2018.

According to UN OCHA, 29,243 people were injured during mass demonstrations and other 
activities along Israel’s perimeter fence with Gaza during the thirteen months from 30 March 2018. 
A further 273 were killed, including 271 Palestinians. 52 of these were children.

ABM in 2018 provided AUD $10,000 to the Ahli Arab Hospital for the purchase of 
medicine and other medical supplies for those injured in the conflict. In addition, 
ABM provided the Ahli with AUD $10,000 for reconstruction of a collapsed 
hospital ward (not yet complete) and AUD $51,062 towards the hospital’s ongoing 
program for malnourished children.

Al Ahli Hospital staff work in very difficult conditions. ABM expresses deep 
appreciation of their work, and of the support provided by generous Australians.


https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-snapshot-casualties-gaza-strip-30-mar-2018-22-mar-2019%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-snapshot-casualties-gaza-strip-30-mar-2018-22-mar-2019%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Parish Minist/4 & Staff Team 

…we are here to help you 

Deacon Wendy Brack TSSF 
Chaplain to Nursing Homes 
wendybrack@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Mobile: 0409 045 202 

Maryka Gibson 
Parish Office Administrator & Parish Secretary 
General Enquiries & Site Bookings 
marykagibson@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303

Louise Hay 
Parish Children and Families’ Worker
louisehay@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile:  0409 007137     

Kimbalee Hodges 
Ministry Assistant and Ordinand 
kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile:  0403 910 565

Mother Beatrice Pate 
Acting Rector 
beatricepate@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0407 364505 

Canon Wilf Redden 
Associate Priest  
wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4934 8130 

Father Peter Rothnie 
Associate Priest & Director of Pastoral Care
peterrothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Mobile: 0438 413 007 

Parish Leaders 

David Burton 
Parish Councillor & Site Manager 
davidburton@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0412 752 710 

Yvonne Hinde 
Parish Councillor & Parish Treasurer 
yvonnehinde@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0417 727 098 

Anne Page 
Church Warden, Work Health & Safety Officer 
& Co-ordinator of Church Flowers 
annepage@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0421 310 938 

Geoffrey Seccombe 
Church Warden 
geoffreyseccombe@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Telephone: (02) 4933 1294  

Evanne Sherringham 
Director of Music 
evannesherringham@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: 0413 603 614 

Kevin Short 
Church Warden/Rector’s Warden 
kevinshort@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0409 362097 

Graham Webb 
Parish Mission Giving Secretary 
grahamwebb@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0408 110 149 

Parish Pastoral Workers 

Judy Cordwell      Dawn Morris 
Pastoral Care Team Member    Pastoral Care Team Member 
judithcordwell@eastmaitlandanglican.org     dawnmorris@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4933 3273    Telephone:  (02) 4933 3136 

Richard Fellows      Marie Rothnie 
Pastoral Care Team Member    Pastoral Team Care Member 
richardfellows@eastmaitlandanglican.org      marierothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4932 0445    Mobile:  0414 613647 

mailto:kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org


The Grounds of Saint Peter’s 
Many people often comment on how beautiful the grounds at Saint Peter’s 
Church are.  Particularly at this time of year when everything is coming into 
bud, and thanks to the recent rains, they are indeed a pleasure to behold.   
This is thanks to the efforts of the many volunteers who look after the 
gardens and lawns, and we are very grateful for their quiet achievements 
that bring so much pleasure to all those who visit Saint Peter’s Church.


However, as with everything, this comes at a price, with mowers to 
maintain, lawns to be sprayed for weeds, mulch sourced and spread, and 
retaining walls maintained and repaired.  Of particular note are the 
magnificent Hills Fig Trees that are a feature of the roadway through the 
site.  These fig trees have to be pruned every few years to ensure that they 
are maintained in good health.  This work is now due and has to be 
undertaken by a qualified Arborist at a cost of several thousand dollars.    


Any donations towards the cost of maintaining the gardens is always appreciated - for further details 
on how to make a donation please speak with Yvonne Hinde, Parish Treasurer or contact the Parish 
Office on 4934 5303.


Men’s Fellowship Dinner 
The September Men's Fellowship Dinner was a 
social occasion that was well attended.   There 
was no guest speaker but this allowed time for 
the men of the parish to renew old 
acquaintances.


The October Men’s Fellowship Dinner is 
scheduled for Wednesday 23rd October - the 
Guest Speaker is currently being organised.


There will be no November Men’s Fellowship 
Dinner - this has been rescheduled to early 
December - the exact date to be advised.  This 
will be a Partner’s Night to celebrate the end of 
the year.


The Men’s Fellowship Dinners are well attended 
by the menfolk of the Parish, who enjoy an 
opportunity to socialise and to enjoy a splendid 
meal thanks to the efforts of Kay Teterin and her 
team.


Please contact Father Peter Rothnie or the 
Parish Office for more information. 

Flower ArAangers 
The flowers arrangements that decorate our 
church each week are looked after by a team of 
volunteers who work on a roster basis to ensure 
that flowers are displayed at their best at all 
times.


The flower arrangers 
team has been led by 
Anne Page for the past 
18 years, however Anne 
has advised that she will 
be giving up this role at 
the end of the year.    
We are therefore 
seeking a replacement 
to take over from Anne.  
This is not an onerous 
role - more an 
organisational role, ensuring that flowers are 
ordered in good time and that the volunteer 
flower arrangers are kept informed about what is 
required from week to week.


No flower arranging skills are required for this 
role - just a willingness to ensure that flowers 
arrangements are maintained in a timely manner 
and liaison with the flower arranging volunteers.


If you are interested in taking over this role from 
Anne please contact her on 0421 310938 for 
further details, or contact the Parish Office on 
4934 5303.







