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Parish Office & Parish Information  The 
Parish Office is normally open on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 
4 pm and is the first point of contact for all 
parish enquiries and bookings. If the office is 
unattended please leave a message.  Contact 
details and information about our regular 
activities can be found in our Welcome Guide 
available at the back of church, on the parish 
website, or through the Parish Office.  

Pastoral Care  Please advise the Parish 
Office of any pastoral needs and especially if 
someone is in hospital.  If you need the 
assistance of a priest at any time please 
contact the Parish Office.  After hours the 
office telephone will automatically re-direct 
you (without charge to you) to a member of 
staff who can assist you. 

Baptisms and Weddings  Information about 
baptisms (christenings) is available on our 
parish website.  Information about holding a 
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our 
Wedding Guide and on our wedding website.  
The best way to make an enquiry about 
baptisms or weddings is through our 
websites. 

Site Hire  The Parish Hall is available for hire 
for one-off or regular community and 
commercial events.


School & Retirement Living  We commend 
to you our Anglican College at Fletcher and 
our Retirement Village in Tenambit. 


  Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303     
E-mail: office@eastmaitlandanglican.org

Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org  

Weddings:  www.huntervalleyweddings.info

Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323 


Saint Peter’s Columbarium 
The mortal remains of many of our friends and loved 

ones rest in the columbarium niches  
and memorial garden.  


We invite all members of our local community to 
consider our columbarium as the final resting place 
for their cremated remains, where family members 

and descendants can visit.    


For further details about purchasing a columbarium 
niche please speak to Maryka in the Parish Office.

 Yor Wedding 
  

at Saint Peter’s Church 

Welcome  
 to Saint Peter's Church

Come and join us for our fun, 
nurturing neighbourhood music 
group for new borns, toddlers 
and pre-school children with 
parents, grandparents or carers
Music Time helps young 
children develop motor skills, 
rhythm, language, and creativity 
and gives families a chance to 
enjoy learning and growing 
together 
We meet on Wednesday 
mornings during school term 
time from 10 am to 12 noon in 
St Peter’s Parish Hall, Banks 
Street, East Maitland
Contact the Parish Office:  4934 5303
www.eastmaitlandanglican.org

MUSIC  
TIME 

http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org


A Message (om  
Mother Beat/ice Pate 
A friend and parishioner, Jocelyn, in one of my parishes had come 
into working and serving in the church quite late in life.  She became 
very involved, volunteering in some of the main ministries the parish 
offered. During those years she went through a traumatic divorce, 
and it was the parish family who so helped her in all the difficulties 
for her of that time.  To me this is always a good example of one of 
the strengths in being a part of a Christian community, the way we 
can love and support each other in good and bad times of our lives.

Some years later, in a different parish, I received a phone call one 
day.  The wife, I shall call her Jasmine, did not know what to do.  She and her husband, we will call 
him Reg, had come to Australia from Britain quite a few years earlier.  And now Reg’s mother had 
died suddenly.  He was distraught, and did not know what to do.  Although neither of them had had 
any connection with the church, it was to us she turned.  I went around to their home, and over the 
next weeks and months got to know them both, and indeed, was able to help them both at that grief 
filled time of their life.  Time went on and they came to be confirmed and immersed in our parish life.  

One day, a couple of years later, I was home alone in the rectory and our beautiful Labrador dog had 
a heart attack.  She was much too heavy for me to lift into car to go to the vets. Providentially though, 
Reg was there, painting the church, just alongside the rectory.  So he helped me get our sick dog into 
the car and came with me to the vet.  Examined by the vet, it was confirmed that the dog suffered a 
heart attack and had to be put down.  So there I was, in the examination room, while the injection 
was given, tears pouring down my face and Reg, there, his arm around me to support me. 

Once more, an example of church – we are here for each other. For church is the people in it, not the 
building, no matter how beautiful it is.  And we offer ourselves week by week as we leave.  The 
deacon says:  “Go in peace to love and serve the Lord”, and we say our “yes” to that as we respond: 
“In the name of Christ, Amen.”  

On of the many lovely things about the church, the people of God, here at St Peter’s, is the way we 
are reaching out into the community: in the Children and Youth ministry, in the Samaritans Emergency 
Relief, in the Op Shop, and in the Community Meal, along within our worship, various services, our 
sanctuary teams, and in our Bible Studies.

Every one of our ministries, and all our worship, are invitations for others to come into fellowship with 
us. You know, most newcomers arrive because they are invited.  Jocelyn, who I began with when I 
began knew and appreciated this – that has how she had come into fellowship.

Jesus said:


The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; ask therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
out labourers into his harvest. (Luke 10.2) 

So very true – we live in a time of great need, not just from want of food, but also from want of 
companionship, so many isolated and lonely people.  And we have love and friendship to offer. 

Jocelyn, from the beginning of these words, found just that:  joy and friendship and support.  She 
had a neighbour who was always complaining she was bored and lonely, So Jocelyn kept inviting 
her to one of many activities in the parish, but she always found an excuse. 


Front Cover:  Saint Peter’s magnificent Eagle Lectern



Grandparents as Parents (GAPS) 
High Tea - 3rd Aug?st 
The East Maitland Grandparents as Parents (GAPS) Group is holding 
a sumptuous High Tea on Saturday 3rd August at 10am in Saint 
Peter’s Parish Hall.


Tickets are required to be paid for prior to the event and can be 
purchased by contacting Bev on 0419 107736 or Marilyn on 0419 
983911.


Monies raised from the High Tea will go towards the cost of a 
weekend camp for grandparents and children, providing a much 
needed respite and an opportunity to relax and socialise.


Some people will not accept any offer of help and keep 
complaining ‘till the cows come home’ as they say.

Yet others will respond. Another couple from the same 
congregation were the opposite to Jocelyn’s neighbour.  
They were great, positive and involved parishioners.  The 
wife told me how they came to be involved: they had a 
young family, no church connection, but the curate of the 
parish invited her to Mothers’  Union.  Ah, no, she said.  And 
he came again and invited.  Sorry I have another 
appointment.  And so it went on, but he kept coming back.  
One day, running out of excuses, she said yes.  And the rest 
is history! She came to know the love of God for herself, and 
so did her husband, and they both shared, and still share, in 
the love and community of the church, the people of God.

You may know someone you can invite to church, or to volunteer in one our areas of ministry. Often 
this takes a bit of courage, but remember that courage and love go hand in hand. Let us make the 
effort to reach out.

Or you may feel that leading of God, that gentle stirring, to volunteer yourself to one of the ministries 
we offer.  Don’t be shy, as Jesus says, “the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few”.  

So let us thank God for the worship we share in, and for the many opportunities of service we are 
privileged to offer in this wonderful parish, and let us all be aware of how we can extend our love 
and community to others.


 

  

EnterAainment Books for Sale 
We are again selling the 2019/2020 Entertainment Books as a fundraiser for Saint 
Peter’s Church.   These can be ordered online at www.entbook.com.au/911j672 at 
a cost of $65 per book.   These books provide excellent value with discounts off a 
multitude of local restaurants, takeaways, event venues, etc.


http://www.entbook.com.au/911j672
http://www.entbook.com.au/911j672


Parish DiarF 

Special Events in July 
Please join us and invite your friends! 

27th July, 8am - 4 pm 
Bunnings BBQ - Maitland 

Special Events in Aug?st 
Please join us and invite your friends! 

Saturday 3rd August - 10.00 am 
GAPS High Tea 

St Peter’s Parish Hall 

4th August - 12 noon 
Pub Lunch 

at The Bank Hotel 

Registers 
Holy Baptism 

We welcome all those who will be baptised into the 
Body of Christ at Saint Peter’s in the coming weeks, 
amongst them Charlie Keith Egan, Harry Matthew 
Burke, Ruby Louise Maree Abbott, and Leo 
Winton Bugden Please pray for them and for their 
families.


Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the souls of all those who have died 
recently, and amongst them for Peter Schulha, Ian 
Corner and Clarence Hughes. 

In Memoriam 
Throughout the year we pray for the souls of loved 
ones on the anniversary of their death.  Each year 
families remember loved ones who have died by 
dedicating memorial flowers in the church on the 
weekend in which they are included in our prayers.  


In the coming weeks flowers will be placed in church 
in loving memory of Del Finch.  Please pray for her 
soul, and for all who continue to mourn.


1st July 10 am: Cursillo Group 
	 (and 1st Monday each month) 

1st 2 pm: Enlightenment Group 
	 	 (and first & third Monday of each month) 

1st 7 pm: Esther Community 
	 	 (and every Monday)


2nd 10 am: Craft Time 

	 	 (and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month)


2nd 7.30 pm: Man Talk 
(and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month) 

3rd 10 am: Enquiring Minds 
(and every Wednesday in school term time) 

3rd 6 pm: Companions of Saint Peter  
Eucharist and Chapter Meeting  
(and 1st Wednesday each month) 

4th 4.30 pm: Talitha Community 
(and every Thursday in school term time) 

4th 4.30 for 5 pm: Community Meal 
(and every Thursday) 

5th 10.30 am: First Friday Eucharist 
(and 1st Friday of each month) 

14th 5 pm: Petrus Community Church 
	 (and 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month) 

15th 10 am: Mothers’ Union Meeting   
(and 3rd Monday of each month) 

17th 6 pm: Supper with the Saints & 
                    7 pm Compline 

(and 3rd Wednesday each month) 

17th 7 pm: Parish Council Meeting 

24th 6 pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner       

26th 6 pm: Stations of the Cross 
(every 4th Friday of each month) 

27th 8am - 4pm Bunnings BBQ-Maitland 

3rd Aug 10.00 am:  GAPS High Tea 

4th Aug 12 noon:  Parish Pub Lunch 



Families and Children’s Minist/F 
- an update (om Louise Hay

Fun Time was held last Friday evening and what better way to spend a 
cold night than to snuggle into doonas and pillows and watch 
“Incredibles 2” on the big screen in the Parish Hall.  


A great night was had by all with stacks of popcorn, pizza and fizzy 
drink - but our dessert was the best part of all - with all the children 
creating their own Ice Cream Sundaes with lollies, musk sticks, 
chocolates, bananas, hot chocolate fudge sauce and strawberry topping 
to choose from.  The kids really enjoyed making their own dessert (so did the adults) and the end 
results were so yummy.  


We will be holding Fun Time again next month on Friday 19th July at 5.30 pm - more details to 
follow.


Men’s Winter Clothing Needed 
for Op Shop 
The onset of Winter has seen many people heading for Saint Peter’s Op 
Shop to stock up on warm clothing.  The Men’s clothing in particular has been so 
popular that we are now looking for donations of Men’s Winter Clothing to restock 
the shelves.   If you have been thinking of having a clean out of your wardrobe, 
now could be a good time.

Please bring donations of Men’s Jackets, Jumpers, Scarves, etc to the Op Shop or 
to the Parish Office.

Visit our Website: www.eastXaitlandanglican.org 
Latest News and Events + Information about the Life of our Parish 



Parishioner in Profile -  
Brian Jack 
Brian Jack will be a familiar face to many at Saint Peter’s 
Church, but how many people know that Brian has spent 
over 50 years in the livestock industry, recently retiring to 
much acclaim from those he has worked with over the last 
half century?


In his early working days Brian tells how stock were loaded 
onto trains and trucks, with others being walked from 
Maitland Saleyards (in those days located opposite 
Maitland Hospital) up the highway to the local abattoir that was then situated along Aberglasslyn Road 
at Rutherford.   


Brian recalls the old Maitland Saleyards, reminiscing fondly about those days.  He says that the last lot 
of cattle were loaded onto a train at Telarah back in 1985, bound for Grafton.


Brian commenced in the livestock industry with stock and station agents, Lindsay and Comerford in 
1969, working there until 1972 when he joined Carr Bros as an Auctioneer where he stayed until 1985 
when he became a partner in Jones and Berry in Dungog and Maitland.   Brian tells how one of the 
highlights of his career was being recognised by his peers and asked to judge the Young Auctioneers 
competition at the Royal Easter Show.  He was later asked to judge the national final - a proud 
moment for Brian.


In his retirement Brian plans to continue his long involvement with Rotary - he was the Charter 
President of Rotary Club of Maitland Sunrise in 1996, continuing in a range of club positions over the 
years and currently Youth Director and Sergeant-at-Arms.   Brian will also have more time to indulge in 
his love of exhibiting Model Trains, travelling to exhibitions across NSW and Victoria and maintaining 
his collection of model trains in pristine condition.   Not forgetting that Brian helps with grounds 
maintenance at Saint Peter’s.


We wish you well in your retirement Brian! 

Rachel Mor/is receives 
Paul Har/is Fellow award 
 
Rachel Morris was very excited to receive one of Rotary’s 
highest levels of recognition - a Paul Harris Fellow - for her 
support of Rotary Club of East Maitland.   This was presented 
to her at the recent club Changeover Dinner.    

Whilst Rachel is not a member of Rotary she has consistently 
supported club activities, being involved in their annual 
Mother’s Day Flower Sale, Fundraising BBQs, and always quick 
to put her hand up to assist as a “Friend of Rotary”. 

Congratulations are extended to Rachel for this award - which 
is well deserved and will assuredly take pride of place in her 
home. 



Meet our new Cleaner 
The Church and Parish buildings have taken on a new sparkle in the past 
couple of months – all thanks to our new Cleaner, Justine, who has been 
with us since the beginning of May.


Justine works Mondays and Fridays and has taken to her new role with 
enthusiasm and a commitment to making the Church look its very best 
for parishioners and visitors alike.


Justine has enjoyed meeting many of the parishioners, noting how 
friendly and helpful everyone is and has said how much she is enjoying 
being at Saint Peter’s.


Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council meets each month - including Church Wardens, Parish Councillors and members of 
the Ministry Team.  Meetings cover a range of topics to ensure that all aspects of Parish life are 
considered and addressed in a timely fashion.  Topics discussed at the June meeting included:


• Bishop Sonia was in attendance and reassured the Parish that the Diocese is working towards the 
appointment of a new Rector.


• Mother Beatrice thanked everyone for the warm welcome she has received at Saint Peter’s.

• Carols on the Hill confirmed for Friday 13th December 2019 at 6 pm.

• Northern Aisle (St Barnabas) – flooring to be levelled and made safe.

• We now have a tenant in St Egwin’s Cottage.

• The “stage” in Saint Barnabas’ Chapel to be removed.

• A review of all stormwater drainage on site to be undertaken.


Church Wardens - Anne Page, Geo\ey Seccombe (Chair) and Kevin ShorA

New Home for Sanct?s 

As many people would be aware, Sanctus, the cat that previously 
lived at the Rectory, was in need of a new home.   At the same 
time, residents in the Sugarloaf Wing at the Opal Nursing Home at 
Rutherford were saying how much they would like a cat.  
Fortunately these two needs came together and we are delighted 
that Sanctus has now moved to her new home at Opal Nursing 
Home, where she has settled in beautifully, with staff at Opal 
saying “It was meant to be”.


Thank You to all those who have been concerned about Sanctus’ 
wellbeing and have been feeding her over past weeks.


Sanctus lying very comfortably on one of 
the residents’ bed - looking very much at 

home.



Bunnings BBQ 
Saint Peter’s will be running the Bunnings BBQ on Saturday 27th July 
at Maitland Bunnings as a fundraising initiative to raise money for the 
Community Meal.  


Fr Peter Rothnie will head up the team of volunteers who will be 
working on a roster basis throughout the day at the BBQ, with a 
shopping list that  includes 80kg of sausages, 80 loaves of bread, and 220 cans of soft drink.    If you 
can volunteer a few hours to help out, please let Fr Peter know, or contact Maryka in the Parish 
Office.

  

If you are feeling peckish on 27th July then head on down to Bunnings to get a delicious sausage 
sandwich and drink - and support Saint Peter’s.


Men’s Fellowship Dinner 
The June Men’s Fellowship Dinner welcomed 
Matthew Notley from Tocal Agricultural College, who 
is a Lecturer in Precision Agriculture.  Matthew gave 
an interesting insight into modern agricultural 
systems, in particular the use of state of the art 
technology utilising GPS mapping, Electronic 
Scales, and Automatic Mapping that enables seed 
rates to be varied according to the soil profile.  


Of special note was a new item of machinery that 
Matthew spoke about that is programmed to go 
through a paddock and analyse and map the soil 
profiles in that paddock to determine precision 
planting and ongoing landcare.


Matthew also spoke about automated, driverless tractors, all controlled by computer, including 
navigation, seeding levels, etc, all of which ensures highly efficient and economic use of resources.


In a world of digital disruption the farming workforce will require a different skill set - which is why so 
many young people with a career in farming in their sights are enrolling at Tocal Agricultural College 
to get the necessary skills to take their place in the new world of farming where Technology plays a 
major role.


The Men’s Fellowship Dinner is a monthly event that all men of the Parish and their friends are 
welcome to attend.  The meeting typically includes a two 
course Dinner and a Guest Speaker.  A number of times 
throughout the year is designated a “Partners Night” where 
partners are also invited to attend - this is advised through 
Cross and Keys and the weekly liturgy booklets.


The next Men’s Fellowship Dinner is on 24th July where we 
look forward to welcoming the men of the parish to join 
together for an evening of good company.


Please contact Father Peter Rothnie or the Parish Office 
for more information. 



ClubGrants 
Thanks to East Maitland Bowling Club 
We have been very fortunate to be the recipients of grants 
from East Maitland Bowling Club as part of the ClubGrants 
program.   Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief program and Saint 
Peter’s Community Meal have both benefited from these 
grants, with Saint Peter’s representatives attending the 
ClubGrant Presentation Ceremony at East Maitland Bowling 
Club.


The ClubGrant program is funded by registered clubs that 
allocate more than $100 million to deserving causes through 
the ClubGRANTS program.

Funding is available to community groups, charities and 
sporting teams across NSW, supporting community welfare 
and projects aimed at improving the living standards of low 
income and disadvantaged people.


Hunter Volunteer Cent/e comes to Saint Peter’s 
The Hunter Volunteer Centre has extended their operations to the 
Maitland area, working out of Saint Peter’s Parish Hall on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of each month.


Hunter Volunteer Centre is a well established and highly regarded 
organisation that connects volunteers to organisations that need their 
help.    Volunteers are interviewed to identify their skills and their area of 
interest, and are then connected to organisations that require 
volunteers.   Their aim is to increase the number of volunteers in the 
Hunter Region while at the same time helping to increase the capacity of community organisations.


Volunteers from the Maitland area will now be able to attend at Saint Peter’s Parish Hall for 
interview and screening procedures prior to being linked to organisations that can use their skills 
and experience.


Ser_ice Club Donations to Saint Peter’s 
Emergency Relief 
It is the time of year when many Service Organisations allocate funding to various 
causes.  Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief Program has been fortunate to receive 
generous donations from The Rotary Club of East Maitland and Lions Club of East 
Maitland.  This type of support is sincerely appreciated and helps the Emergency 
Relief team cover the cost of food parcels, Christmas hampers, and other items 
throughout the year, all of which help those in need in our local community.




A Prayer as we await a 
new Incumbent 
Bountiful God,
give to this parish a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry
and enable us to fulfil our calling.
Give to those who will choose,
wisdom, discernment and patience,
and to us give warm and generous hearts,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.

Reg?lar Giving 
Boxes of giving envelopes are now available at the back of the 
church.  We invite you to collect a box next time you are in church.  The 
boxes contain sufficient envelopes for each week for the coming twelve 
months.


Would you be willing to give your regular offering electronically? 

The Parish Council is asking all those who regularly give to the life of the 
Parish to consider doing so electronically.  Giving regularly by bank 
transfer is simple to set up and saves having to remember your giving 
envelopes each week. It also reduces security risks on the church site. There are two ways to set this 
up: 


̣ If you have access to the internet and already use electronic banking for other payments you can set 
this up from within your bank’s website;  

̣ If not, you can visit your local bank branch and ask the staff to arrange it for you. 


The Parish’s bank details are: Saint Peter’s Anglican Church Working Account BSB: 035-805,  
Account Number: 0040464 Reference: St Peter’s Giving.  


It is important for you to know that your giving will remain confidential and will not appear on any 
financial papers that are distributed to the Resourcing Team or any other group. Yvonne Hinde our 
Treasurer is available to help you. Please contact Yvonne at yvonnehinde@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
or on 0417 727 098 if you would like to discuss this confidentially. 

If you are a user of Facebook please like and share our Facebook Pages:

•     East Maitland Anglican

•     Petrus Community

•     St Peter’s Playgroup East Maitland


We are finding that Facebook is a very useful way to keep people informed about activities at Saint 
Peter’s and has had a good response from young families interested in coming along to join Music 
Time and Playgroup.



Parish Minist/F & Staff Team 
…we are here to help you 

Deacon Wendy Brack TSSF 
Chaplain to Nursing Homes 
wendybrack@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Mobile: 0409 045 202 

Maryka Gibson 
Parish Office Administrator & Parish Secretary 
General Enquiries & Site Bookings 
marykagibson@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303

Louise Hay 
Parish Children and Families’ Worker
louisehay@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile:  0409 007137     

Kimbalee Hodges 
Ministry Assistant and Ordinand 
kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile:  0403 910 565

Mother Beatrice Pate 
Acting Rector 
beatricepate@eastmaitlandanglican.org
Mobile: 0407 364505 

Canon Wilf Redden 
Associate Priest  
wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4934 8130 

Father Peter Rothnie 
Associate Priest & Director of Pastoral Care
peterrothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org    
Mobile: 0438 413 007 

Parish Leaders 
David Burton 
Parish Councillor & Site Manager 
davidburton@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0412 752 710 

Yvonne Hinde 
Parish Councillor & Parish Treasurer 
yvonnehinde@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0417 727 098 

Anne Page 
Church Warden, Work Health & Safety Officer 
& Co-ordinator of Church Flowers 
annepage@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0421 310 938 

Geoffrey Seccombe 
Church Warden & Parish Council Chair 
geoffreyseccombe@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Telephone: (02) 4933 1294  

Kay Sharp AM 
Stained Glass Windows Co-ordinator 
kaysharp@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0418 790 706 

Evanne Sherringham 
Director of Music 
evannesherringham@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: 0413 603 614 

Kevin Short 
Church Warden/Rector’s Warden 
kevinshort@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0409 362097 

Graham Webb 
Parish Mission Giving Secretary 
grahamwebb@eastmaitlandanglican.org  
Mobile: 0408 110 149 

Parish Pastoral Workers 
Judy Cordwell      Dawn Morris 
Pastoral Care Team Member    Pastoral Care Team Member 
judithcordwell@eastmaitlandanglican.org     dawnmorris@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4933 3273    Telephone:  (02) 4933 3136 

Richard Fellows      Marie Rothnie 
Pastoral Care Team Member    Pastoral Team Care Member 
richardfellows@eastmaitlandanglican.org      marierothnie@eastmaitlandanglican.org 
Telephone: (02) 4932 0445    Mobile:  0414 613647 

mailto:kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:kimbaleehodges@eastmaitlandanglican.org
mailto:wilfredden@eastmaitlandanglican.org


Mission Lunch 
ReporA prepared by Graham Webb, Mission SecretarF 

On Sunday 2nd June we had a very informative, enjoyable and fruitful 
Mission Lunch in the Parish Hall.  Father Ray Manuel was our guest speaker 
and he recounted how God has used him to minister in many places 
including Papua New Guinea for a number of years, which included his 
ordination.


Fr Ray expressed his gratitude to God for His work in and through him over the years and 
encouraged us all to recognise our individual and unique roles in ministry and to be about our 
Father’s business daily.


Special thanks go to the ladies in the kitchen who provide a very tasty, colourful and enjoyable main 
course, followed by dessert.  Thank You also to the committee team of Yvonne, Kerrie, Lyn, Jenny, 
Marlene, Barbara and Kay for all the work that went into organising and running this very successful 
event.  Thanks also go to the many people who helped along the way with setting up the hall, 
preparing the tables, providing trading table items, speaker gifts, gathering items for the raffle, 
registering guests on arrival and tidying up afterwards.


The amount of money received from the Pink Mission Pigs, gifts, raffle and trading table donations 
available for mission needs was $1,233.72 – a great result that will benefit many.  (Pink Mission Pigs 
are still available for you to take home to fill in coming months with coins that will go towards helping 
those less fortunate than ourselves).

Mission ParAcerships 
Youth Engagement Project 

Proportionately, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. We 
are not an innately criminal people. Our children are alienated from their 
families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because we have no 
love for them. And our youth languish in detention in obscene numbers. 
They should be our hope for the future. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander prisoners account for 27% of 
the total Australian prison population. Indigenous people are 13 times more likely to go to prison 
than those who are non-Indigenous, (Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2016).

It has been said that the future of our world rests in the hands, hearts and minds of our children.  
Jesus himself placed great value on nurturing young believers.  And so the Youth Engagement Project 
has been set up to fund Church initiatives which engage young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people.

In the Northern Territory, Aboriginal leaders expressed a desire to try to break some of the destructive 
cycles they were observing, by engaging their young people more in the church.  In response to this, 
and with the generous support of ABM donors, the Diocese of the Northern Territory has produced 
culturally relevant Sunday School resources for these communities to use in their existing programs 
and church services.

Veronica Wurramurra is a mother of four and leads Kids’ Ministry activities on Bickerton 
Island in an after school club and at evening fellowship. She says “The kids really like 
the activities and all the little ones were running to join in!"

There is more work yet to be done to ensure these children are given every opportunity. 

Veronica Wurramurra 




Mission Lunch




