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Parish Office & Parish Information  The 
Parish Office is normally open on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 
4 pm and is the first point of contact for all 
parish enquiries and bookings. If the office is 
unattended please leave a message.  Contact 
details and information about our regular 
activities can be found in our Welcome Guide 
available at the back of church, on the parish 
website, or through the Parish Office.  

Pastoral Care  Please advise the Parish 
Office of any pastoral needs and especially if 
someone is in hospital.  If you need the 
assistance of a priest at any time please 
contact the Parish Office.  After hours the 
office telephone will automatically re-direct 
you (without charge to you) to a member of 
staff who can assist you. 

Baptisms and Weddings  Information about 
baptisms (christenings) is available on our 
parish website.  Information about holding a 
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our 
Wedding Guide and on our wedding website.  
The best way to make an enquiry about 
baptisms or weddings is through our 
websites. 

Site Hire  The church and hall buildings are 
available for hire for one-off or regular 
community and commercial events.


School & Retirement Living  We commend 
to you our Anglican College at Fletcher and 
our Retirement Village in Tenambit. 


  Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303     
E-mail: office@eastmaitlandanglican.org

Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org  

Weddings:  www.huntervalleyweddings.info

Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323 


Saint Peter’s Columbarium 
The mortal remains of many of our friends and loved 

ones rest in the columbarium niches  
and memorial garden.  


We invite all members of our local community to 
consider our columbarium as the final resting place 
for their cremated remains, where family members 

and descendants can visit.    


For further details about purchasing a columbarium 
niche please speak to Maryka in the Parish Office.

 Yor Wedding 
  

at Saint Peter’s Church 

Welcome  
 to Saint Peter's Church

Come and join us for our fun, 
nurturing neighbourhood 
music group for new borns, 
toddlers and pre-school 
children with parents, 
grandparents or carers
Music Time helps young 
children develop motor skills, 
rhythm, language, and 
creativity and gives families a 
chance to enjoy learning and 
growing together 
We meet on Wednesday 
mornings during school term 
time from 10 am to 12 noon in 
St Peter’s Parish Hall, Banks 
Street, East Maitland
Contact Parish Office:  4934 5303
office@eastmaitlandanglican.org

MUSIC  
TIME 

http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org


A Message (om  
Rev Dr Erica Mathieson 

Dear Friends


This edition of Cross and Keys comes to you 
midway through Lent – midway through our 
preparations to celebrate the events that lie at the 
centre of our Christian faith, the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. Our preparation, whether it is 
fasting, acts of generosity, or prayer and study, has 
one aim – to clear a space within so that the new 
life of Easter can enter and take over and transform 
us. 


I hope you will take the opportunity offered by the 
services at St Peter’s during Holy Week to walk with 
Jesus the last week of his life, and especially the 
last great three days that take us through to meet 
Jesus in the great joy of Easter. Being present at 
each of the major events of Jesus’ journey enables 
us to draw more and more deeply into their 
transforming power. I encourage us all to come to worship on:


Palm Sunday with its procession of palms and reading of the Passion Gospel; 


Maundy Thursday with the foot-washing and celebration of the Last Supper, following by the stripping 
of the sanctuary and vigil of prayer;


Good Friday with readings, reflection and veneration of the cross;


Easter Day with the lighting of the new fire at the Vigil and reaffirmation of baptismal vows at all 
services.


My prayer is that through the worship of Lent, Holy Week and Easter, you may come into a deeper 
union with Jesus and into a more profound experience of the love of God that he embodied. 


I take the opportunity of this letter, my last contribution to Cross and Keys, to say what a joy it has 
been for Ray and me to minister at St Peter’s among you all over the last 6 or so months. I finish as 
Acting Rector on 28th April, after which someone else will come, again in a temporary capacity, while 
the search for a new rector continues. 


Ray and I have both appreciated the warm welcome you have given us and we will always value the 
friendships we have made. You will be in our thoughts and prayers over the next months.


God bless you richly with faith, hope and love,


Erica




Parish Diar6 

Special Events in April 
Please join us and invite your friends! 

7th April  
Episcopal Visit by Bishop Sonia


Special Events in May 
Saturday 11th May at 1 pm


Volunteer Recognition Function


1st April 10 am: Cursillo Group 
	 (and 1st Monday each month) 

1st 2 pm: Enlightenment Group 
	 	 (and every Monday in Lent) 

1st 7 pm: Esther Community 
	 	 (and every Monday)


2nd 10 am: Craft Time 

	 	 (and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month)


2nd 7.30 pm: Man Talk 
(and every Tuesday in Lent) 

3rd 10 am: Enquiring Minds 
(and every Wednesday in school term time) 

3rd 6 pm: Companions of Saint Peter  
Eucharist and Chapter Meeting  
(and every Wednesday in Lent) 

3rd 6 pm: Supper with the Saints & 
                    7 pm Compline, including “Creating Icons”  

(and every Wednesday during Lent) 

4th 4.30 pm: Talitha Community 
(and every Thursday in school term time) 

4th 4.30 for 5 pm: Community Meal 
(and every Thursday) 

5th 10.30 am: First Friday Eucharist 
(and 1st Friday of each month) 

5th 6 pm: Stations of the Cross 
(every Friday during Lent) 

7th 7.30 am & 9.30 am  Episcopal Visit 
Bishop Sonia 

7th 12 noon: Parish Pub Lunch 

9th 4 pm: Pastoral Care Team Meeting 
	 (and 2nd Tuesday of each month) 

10th 7 pm: Parish Council Meeting 

11th 7 pm: Palm Cross Making 

13th 10.30 am Milton Morris AO Memorial 

14th 5 pm: Petrus Community Church

	 (and 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month) 

15th 10 am: Mothers’ Union Trip to Cathedral  
 (and 3rd Monday of each month) 

24th 6 pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner 

27th 3 pm Farewell Afternoon Tea for Rev Dr  
Erica Mathieson  

Registers 
Holy Baptism 

We welcome all those who will be baptised into the 
Body of Christ at Saint Peter’s in the coming weeks, 
amongst them Jack Banister, Stevie Lee Banister, 
Grace Claire Webb, Jude Henry Murdoch, 
Dakodah Maree Edmonds and Ziggy Mitchell 
Field. Please pray for them and for their families.


Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the souls of all those who have died 
recently, and amongst them for Jeoffrey William 
Roe, Frank Simpson, Margaret Ann Winter, and 
Graham Dudley Job. 

In Memoriam 
Throughout the year we pray for the souls of loved 
ones on the anniversary of their death.  Each year 
families remember loved ones who have died by 
dedicating memorial flowers in the church on the 
weekend in which they are included in our prayers.  


In the coming weeks flowers will be placed in church 
in loving memory of Barry Dunn, and Elsie, Noel 
and Colin Terry.  Please pray for their souls, and for 
all who 



Worship with us in Holy Week

Thursday before Palm Sunday 
Thursday 11th April 

7 pm	 	 Palm Cross Making in the Church

	 	 Come along, join in and learn how 

Saturday Before Palm Sunday 
Saturday 13th April 

1.30 pm	 Parish Working Bee  
	 	 	 in preparation for Holy Week	 

6 pm	 	 Vigil Eucharist of Palm Sunday with

	 	 	 Procession.


Palm Sunday 
Sunday 14th April 

	 

7.30 am 	 Eucharist with Procession

9.30 am 	 Sung Eucharist with Procession 	 	
	 	 	 and Choir

5 pm 	 	 Petrus on Palm Sunday


Monday and Tuesday in Holy Week 
Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th April 

9 am	 	 Morning Prayer

9.30 am	 Eucharist

5.30 pm	 Evening Prayer

7 pm	 	 Compline


Wednesday in Holy Week  
Wednesday 17th April 

8 am	 	 Eucharist

9.30 am	 Chrism Eucharist in the Cathedral

5.30 pm	 Evening Prayer

7 pm 	 	 Compline

Maundy Thursday 
Thursday 18th April 

9 am	 	 Morning Prayer

5.30 pm	 Evening Prayer


7.00 pm	 Sung Eucharist of the Last Supper 	
	 	 with Foot Washing and Stripping 		
	 	 of the Altar.


Good Friday 
Friday 19th April 

8.30 am	 Readings, Reflection and

	 	 Veneration of the Cross

2 pm	 	 Stations of the Cross

5 pm	 	 Families at the Foot of the 		 	
	 	 Cross


The Church will be closed from  
Friday evening to Saturday evening 

Holy Saturday 
Saturday 20th April 

7 pm	 	 Easter Vigil: Lighting of the New

	 	 Fire, Re-affirmation of 

	 	 Baptismal Vows and the  
	 	 First Eucharist of Easter


Easter Day 
Sunday 21st April 

6.00 am	 Ecumenical Dawn Service at

	 	 Stockade Hill


7.30 am	 Eucharist of Easter with 	 	 	
	 	 Re-affirmation of Baptismal Vows


9.30 am	 Sung Eucharist of Easter with Choir 
	 	 and Re-affirmation of Baptismal 	 	
	 	 Vows




Holy Week ProgBamme 2019

Monday to Wednesday of Holy Week  
Daily Prayer 

Please join us for Morning and Evening Prayer 
and for the Daily Eucharist in Church during Holy 

Week. 


Compline Night Prayer 
Simple night prayers will be said in Church on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday during Holy 

Week at 7 pm.  Each evening there will be a 
homily on an aspect of Jesus’ passion and 

death.


You are most welcome to pray with us.

Pre-Holy Week Working Bee: Saturday 13th April, 1.30 pm - 4 pm 

Volunteers are needed to do a number of very important tasks to prepare 
our church for Palm Sunday and Holy Week. On Saturday 13th April at 

1.30 pm we will get together to decorate the church with palms and to 
prepare the Sanctuary ahead of what is one of our busiest weeks of the 
year. 


This is a great opportunity to get involved in some of the behind the scenes 
preparation work and share in a time of fellowship with one another.  Please 

Home Communion During Holy Week 

Please contact Marie Rothnie on 0414 613 647  
if you, or someone you know would like to 

receive Holy Communion at home or in hospital 
during Holy Week.

The Great Triduum, or three great days, mark 
out the days of Jesus’ passion, death, burial and 

resurrection.


Beginning on Maundy Thursday evening, we 
journey with Jesus through the Last Supper, his 

crucifixion and death on Good Friday, the silence 
of Holy Saturday and then his glorious 

resurrection on Easter Day. 

Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 

Join us to walk in the final footsteps of Jesus’ 
journey to the Cross with short meditations and 

prayers for an hour at 2 pm on  
Good Friday.


Families at the Foot  
of the Cross 

On Good Friday afternoon we will be offering a 
less formal service containing all of the elements 

of our Good Friday morning liturgies but in a 
more relaxed style.  


We will gather in church at 5 pm


Everyone is welcome, and especially families 
with children.  

Chrism Eucharist: Wednesday in Holy 
Week, 9.30 am 

The Chrism Eucharist will be held in the Cathedral 
on Wednesday 17th April at 9.30 am.   

At this service the oils that are used for pastoral 
care throughout the year are blessed and 

 clergy renew their ordination vows.  


Everyone is welcome to participate.




Lent OpporIJnities …. 

Give: Remember those in need by making a 
special donation of food each week to Saint 
Peter’s Emergency Relief through the baskets 
at the back of church; 


Pray: Participate in one of our mid-week 
worship opportunities such as Compline, 
Morning or Evening Prayer or the mid-week 
Eucharist; and choose a regular time each day 
to pray at home using either your usual form 
of prayer or the service included in last 
month’s Cross and Keys;


Act: Commit to do an act kindness each day 
in Lent – 40 acts of kindness, goodness and 
generosity build a transforming effect in the 
world.


Prepare: Walk the Stations of the Cross on 
Friday evenings at 6 pm when we reflect on 
Jesus’ final journey to the Cross; 


Read: Read your way through a gospel during 
Lent; or choose a Christian book that will 
nourish your spirit and enable you to learn 
more about faith.


Transform: Join any of the groups reflecting 
on the booklet, ‘Transforming Repentance’ – 
all are open to and would welcome new 
people; or join with a few friends and form a 
group of your own.

Continuing our Lenten JourOey 
During April we continue our Lenten journey towards Holy Week and Easter.   

Please join us for one of our Lenten programmes:

Some Suggestions for our  
Lenten JourOey …. 
Mondays 
Join Wendy Brack at the Galagher’s home at

2 pm (1st and 3rd Mondays) to explore 
‘Transforming Repentance’.


Join Elizabeth Brown, Kimbalee Hodges and the 
Esther Community in the Parish Hall to explore 
‘Transforming Repentance’ at 7 pm.


Tuesdays  
Join John Butler and the Man Talk group at 

7.30 pm (every Tuesday during Lent) to talk about 
‘Transforming Repentance’.


Wednesdays  
Come to the Eucharist in the church at 8am.


Join Russ Cooper and others in the Meeting 
Room at 10 am to explore ‘Transforming 
Repentance’. 

Join Peter Rothnie and Kim Hodges at 7 pm in 
the church for creating icons and discussion of 
‘Transforming Repentance’, together with 
Compline Night Prayer.


Thursdays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.


Volunteer at the Community Meal from 4 pm till 
6 pm, finishing with Evening Prayer.


Fridays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.


Join Kimbalee Hodges in church for Stations of 
the Cross at 6 pm


Saturdays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.


  



Icon Creating 
Our Lenten Icon Creation workshop and Compline series 
has been extremely popular this year, with over 20 people 
attending this tradition based practice. The Saint Peter’s 
Spirituality Group has joined with the 18-35’s community to 
host Bishop Peter’s recommended Lenten Bible Study, 
Transforming Repentance. Wednesday nights have proved 
to be a wonderful time of fellowship for all ages and our 
Compline homily series has explored how Jesus is 
portrayed in the Old Testament. For those of you who have 
Facebook, please visit facebook.com/logossaintpeters to follow this exciting new group.  Everyone is 
welcome to come and try tradition! 


Shrove Tuesday

To mark the beginning of Lent, our Esther 
community hosted a wonderful Pancake night 
with all those who attended enjoying a fun night 
together. Over the course of the evening, we 
had 30-40 people attend, including some new 
faces.


We are so thankful to the wonderful efforts of 
our Esther ladies, who prepared, cooked, cleaned up and ran the evening, and thankful to everyone 
who came, making it such a fun time of fellowship together.


Changes in the Eucharist in Lent 
During Lent the liturgy at the weekend Eucharists 
seeks to draw us into a spirit of reflection and 
repentance. The penitential section of the service is 
moved from the beginning of worship to be after the 
sermon to give it greater focus. We join in singing the 
Trisagion, ‘Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and 
Immortal, have mercy on us’.


We do not use the usual expressions of joy in 
worship in order to prepare ourselves for the greater 
joy that is to come in the Easter season. So the 
Gloria and use of ‘Alleluia’ are omitted.


The seasonal colour in the church is purple, to signify 
repentance. The Church is kept plain with the 
removal of flowers and some of the ornaments in the 
sanctuary adding to the solemn atmosphere.


Lent, the JourOey so Far… 

The Sanctuary veiled for Lent



Stations of the Cross 
An ancient tBadition alive at Saint Peter’s 
Did you know that Stations of the Cross is run every Friday night 
at Saint Peter’s during Lent, and on every fourth Friday of the 
month in ordinary time?


Stations of the Cross, which is also called Way of the Cross, is 
a series of 14 pictures or carvings portraying events in the 
Passion of Christ, from his condemnation by Pontius Pilate to his 
entombment.


You may have seen our beautiful Stations around our church and 
wondered what they were for. Please join us on Friday evenings 
in Lent to walk the way of the cross. Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend!


Speak to Kim for more information!


TransforVing Repentance 
Throughout Lent our Bible study groups have been using the study 
“Transforming Repentance” - a study that follows the Sunday 
Gospel readings from Luke. These weekly readings contain a 
reflection and questions that allow the members of each group to 
really process what these Bible passages mean to them, and how 
they might apply these lessons more deeply in their lives. Following 
on from what is taught each week in the sermons, each of the 
weekly studies follows an individual theme – we learn about:


Temptation – how Jesus faced this all-too common trial, and how 
we might learn from His example as we face our own temptations.


Repentance – recognising that the people responding to John the 
Baptist in the wilderness were responding to the call to repentance, 
and how we might also be able to see repentance as a gift, instead of fearing it.


From Roots to Fruits – we learn the lesson of the Fig Tree – as we receive from God, are we then 
passing these blessings onwards to others, or hoarding them for ourselves?


The Prodigal Son – The classic parable that Jesus told to demonstrate the depth of God the Father’s 
love for His children.  Are there things that hold us back from “coming home” to God?


All My Love – are we brave enough to pour all of our love on Jesus, just as Mary poured the 
expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet? Or do we sometimes fear expressing our love to God, preferring 
to question others’ devotion as Judas questioned Mary’s gift of love.


This study offers us a chance to grow in our connection to God through this Lenten season. If you 
have not yet attended one of the groups following this study, you are more than welcome to join any 
of the groups at any time.


https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pontius-Pilate
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jesus
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pontius-Pilate


Mothers’ Union Trip to 
Christ Church Cathedral 
Saint Peter’s Mothers’ Union has organised a guided tour of 
Christ Church Cathedral by the Dean, the Very Rev’d 
Katherine Bowyer, on Monday 15th April.    This visit is open 
to all parishioners who would like to attend.  To assist with 
transport there will be a ‘car pool’ leaving Saint Peter’s 
Church at 9.15 am.   


For further details please speak with Judy Redden on 4934 8130.


Parish Council Meetings 
The Parish Council meets each month - including Church Wardens, Parish Councillors and members of 
the Ministry Team.  Meetings cover a range of topics to ensure that all aspects of Parish life are 
considered and addressed in a timely fashion.  Topics discussed at the March meeting included:


• Assurance that the new dishwasher going into the Parish Hall kitchen is a commercial dishwasher 
that is fit for purpose and has a 3 minute cycle.


• An Engineering Report to be prepared on the condition of the Parish Hall.   This will determine what 
work is required and where priorities lie.


• David Burton has accepted the position of Site Manager, with responsibility for ongoing site 
maintenance.


• Diocesan guidelines re compliance with the Safety of Children and Vulnerable People to be followed 
at Saint Peter’s. This will include signage in all public areas.


• A new Heritage Consultant to be engaged to provide advice on installation of handrails on the new 
ramp to the northern door to the church.


• Changes to storage in the Parish Hall kitchen were outlined.   These will result in a safer working 
environment and improved storage facilities.


• A new website has now gone live for Saint Peter’s Church.  This website has a more modern layout 
incorporating simplicity of navigation around the site.   Visit it at www.eastmaitlandanglican.org.


• Parish Council meeting dates to revert to the third Wednesday of each month from 15th May.


Church Wardens

Geoffrey Seccombe, Beth Wood, and Anne Page



Men’s Fellowship 
Fr Peter Rothnie provides an update on the Men’s Fellowship Dinners … 

The Men’s Fellowship group recommenced its 
monthly dinners for 2019 in February, with a 
Partners Night, when Leading Station Officer 
Michael Forbes, Senior Fire Investigator with the 
Fire and Rescue NSW, was our guest speaker.

Michael explained the process that fire 
investigators go through when looking at a 
suspicious fire scene. His informative talk was 
supported by some very graphic slides. Of 
particular interest was the number of fires caused 
by laptop batteries combusting.


Michael spoke at length about the smoke alarms in 
residential houses - important points he made 
were:


•   The risk of a fatality in a home fire is halved if 
there is a working smoke alarm fitted.

•   It has been over 10 years since smoke alarms 
became law across NSW - earlier smoke alarms 
don’t last 10 years.

•   Modern-day furnishings and building materials 
often produce faster fires with higher levels of heat 
and toxic smoke.


Michael showed us many photographs that 
illustrated that even when the law is complied with 
and only one smoke detector is fitted, closed doors 
can mask the presence of a fire.  Fire and Rescue 
NSW recommends installing smoke alarms in all bedrooms and living spaces (including hallways and 
stairways) and even the garage. Further, that all alarms in a house be interconnected.  Whilst it is 
preferred for alarms to be hard wired to the 240 volt power supply with battery backup,  Fire and 
Rescue NSW recommends smoke alarms that rely on 10-year lithium batteries. Inbuilt 10-year lithium 
batteries last as long as the smoke alarm so you don’t need to worry about replacing them every year 
– you simply replace the entire smoke alarm unit once every 10 years.

 

Michael also noted that people who are unable to fit their own or replace batteries can contact Fire 
and Rescue NSW - simply call your local fire station. 

 

The April Fellowship Dinner will be held on 24 April and we will have a short remembrance service.


The May Fellowship Dinner on 22nd May will be a Partners Night to welcome our guest speaker from 
the Australian Army Logistic Command.

 

Feel welcome to come and participate in a friendly gathering.


Michael Forbes at a Fire Training Exercise

A Laptop after the battery has combusted



Mission Partnerships

Myanmar 
Geographically, Myanmar is the largest 
country in South-East Asia. Its ethnically 
diverse population was estimated at 
53.9 million in 2016, almost half of 
whom are under the age of 15. The 
agricultural sector, including livestock 
and fisheries, is considered to be the 
backbone of the economy, and some 70 per cent of the labour force is engaged in agriculture for their 
livelihood.


Myanmar is also one of the poorest nations in Asia; ranking 145th among 186 nations rated in the 
2016 Human Development Report of the United Nations Development Programme. The average 
GNI per person is $4,943 (PPP adjusted), while life expectancy stands at 66 years. The average 
number of years children complete of their schooling is currently 4.7, with just 14% going on to 
attend university. In addition, the incidence of poverty in rural areas is significantly higher than in 
urban areas, and rural areas lag behind in health, social and educational indicators.

ABM has partnered with the Church of the Province of Myanmar (CPM) since 1992 to address 
these challenges, working together to implement programs relating to Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH), Education and Livelihoods.


The development work of CPM is coordinated through the provincial development desk in 
Myanmar, which aims “to build healthy and self-reliant communities and 
churches”. ABM is committed to supporting further capacity building within 
the Church and the development desk, ensuring staff members are fully 
equipped to meet various challenges as they are presented.

Your support of this work will make a vital difference in the lives of so many 
struggling with poverty, enabling essential training and providing opportunities 
for people throughout Myanmar to improve their own lives.     Supporting the 
Parish Mission Lunch and donating in the ABM envelopes are just two of the 
ways that you can support the work of ABM.


Church service in Toungoo Diocese. © CPM, 

Communit6 Meal 
The Saint Peter’s Community Meal is proving to be very 
popular, attracting 35 - 40 people per week.    Now co-
ordinated by Fr Peter Rothnie, there are a number of teams of 
cooks who produce a nutritious meal, supported by a team of 
volunteers who assist with set up of the room, meeting and 
greeting clients, and assisting with food preparation and 
clean-up.


In a world where many people are struggling to make ends 
meet, the Community Meal provides welcome assistance to those who appreciate a good meal and 
also the opportunity to socialise with others.


Volunteers are always needed, in particular Cooks and Assistant Cooks (no need for formal 
qualifications).  If you have a few hours free on a Thursday please speak to Fr Peter and he will be 
happy to explain the available roles and what is required.   He will certainly be grateful for any extra 
assistance.




Samaritans Disaster Recover6 Training 
SatJrday 18th May at Saint 
Peter’s Parish Hall 

An Information Day is being held by the Samaritans 
Disaster Recovery Team on Saturday 18th May at 
Saint Peter’s Parish Hall from 9.30 am – 12 noon.  
This will include a presentation on “Disaster 
Recovery and You” and the “Role of the Volunteer in 
Disaster Recovery”.    Morning Tea will be 
provided.   For those who are keen to learn more, 
you are welcome to stay and participate with other 
members of the Disaster Recovery Team meeting 
for a training session from 1 pm – 3 pm.

During State-declared disaster events, a coordinated State Emergency Management Plan rolls out 
across affected areas. Disaster Recovery Teams are a part of that response.

Disaster Recovery volunteers are often the warm, friendly face offering a helping hand in what can be 
a chaotic time for communities who are temporarily displaced.

Kevin Paton has overseen the Samaritans Disaster Recovery teams and training for over 10 years 
and shared his experiences and his admiration for the volunteers who commit to help.

The disasters that we have usually responded to during my time at Samaritans are floods arising from 
east coast lows – I’m very sensitised to a storm now and emotionally I move into preparedness mode 
when the weather turns bad.  
I’m very proud to be connected to the volunteer teams, the work they do in disasters is extraordinary. 
In a declared disaster, our teams have a specific role among a small number of organisations like the 
Red Cross, the Adventist Development and Relief Agency and The Salvation Army. We ensure 
people in the evacuation centres have the essentials they need and we have also been involved in 
coordinated door knocking after a disaster to ensure people in their homes are ok.

It’s not just roads and buildings that can be damaged in a disaster, community spirit can be 
dampened as people cope with the stress of disruption and loss of livelihoods, livestock and 
sometimes human life. Community rebuilding and recovery can take many years and successive 
events are also significant. Our volunteers have met many people over the years who are dealing 
with the emotions of a current disaster whilst still recovering from the lasting aftermath of a previous 
one.

A number of Saint Peter’s parishioners are members of the Maitland Disaster Recovery Team and 
know the value of helping at a time of need.

If you would like to hear more and think that this might be something that you could be involved with, 
come along to the meeting on 18th May.

Visit our Website: www.eastVaitlandanglican.org 
Latest News and Events + Information about the Life of our Parish 



Book Review by Kimbalee Hodges

The Sacred that SurBounds Us - How 
ever6Ihing in a Catholic Church points to Heaven 
by Andrea Zachman 

Have you ever wondered why the altar, choir stalls and other pieces of furniture 
are arranged here at Saint Peter’s in a specific way? Have you ever wondered 
why most church architecture is similar or why communion is said in a certain 
formula?


Andrea Zachman answers all of these questions and more in The Sacred that 
Surrounds Us. Our church buildings are more than just pretty places to spend 
Sunday morning (although Saint Peter’s East Maitland wins the prize for the 
most beautiful church in the world!) but they are buildings that are designed to 
point our thoughts to heaven. 


The Sacred That Surrounds Us helps reveal Anglican and Catholic churches as shrines of devotion. Sacred 
Tradition and Sacred Scripture are made tangible with this book, which explains with clarity the symbolism and 
history behind the sacred items we see in every church.


In ancient and medieval times, the faithful knew the meaning of all the sacred items in a church. Today’s 
Christians can now re-discover the sacred that surrounds them in church.


In modern churches, it can be difficult to realise the immense religious and cultural heritage we as Christians are 
heirs to. It can be difficult to enter into the mysteries we are partaking in during the Eucharist.


The Sacred That Surrounds Us helps Christians make every visit to church a pilgrimage of faith.


St Peter’s Op Shop 
Saint Peter’s Op Shop has proven to be a 
great success, with the weekly income 
generated being donated to Saint Peter’s for 
maintenance of the church.    We are also 
able to help the less fortunate in our 
community who are keen to pick up quality 
items at bargain prices.  


All of this could not happen without the hard working team of volunteers who are rostered on 
each month, according to their availability.


The roster endeavours to have three people working on each shift – Thursday Morning, Thursday 
Afternoon, Friday Morning, Friday Afternoon, and Saturday Morning.   
This is not always possible and more volunteers are currently being 
sought to boost the numbers and take the pressure off the current 
volunteers who often work additional shifts to ensure the shop is 
adequately staffed.


If you have a few hours spare, or if you know anyone who would be 
interested in volunteering, please speak to Bev Steggles, or contact the 
Parish Office on 4934 5303.    The hours are flexible according to your 
availability, and all help is welcome.




Safe MinistB6 Training 
Many members of the Saint Peter’s community attended a Safe Ministry Training workshop in 2016.    
Safe Ministry certification lasts for three years, which means that many at Saint Peter’s are required to 
update their certification in the next few months.


Safe Ministry refers to church events, programs, experiences and interactions conducted in an 
abuse-free and harm-free person-valuing and respectful manner to God’s glory.


Within a Parish the following people are required to do the Safe Ministry Training in line with the 
Anglican Diocese of Newcastle guidelines:


•Anyone who holds the Bishop’s licence

•Anyone leading a Church activity

•Anyone who has involvement with children, youth or vulnerable people

•All SRE Teachers


Furthermore, the following people are encouraged to do the Safe Ministry Training:

•Anyone on Parish Council

•Anyone in a decision making role

•Op Shop Workers

•Regular Volunteers


Participants at Safe Ministry Training receive a certificate that is valid for three years.  After this time 
they are required to attend a Safe Ministry Training workshop or undertake online training to renew 
their Safe Ministry Training certificate.


The cost for the Safe Ministry Training is $30 per person – this will be reimbursed by Saint Peter’s 
Parish upon presentation of your receipt to the Parish Treasurer, Yvonne Hinde.


The following workshops are scheduled for 2019 in the Hunter area:

•18th May 2019, 9 am – 4 pm


oMerewether Parish Hall, Winsor Street, Merewether

o3rd August 2019, 9 am – 4 pm


oTaree Parish Hall, Victoria Street, Taree

o28th September 2019, 9 am – 4 pm


oRaymond Terrace Parish Hall, Sturgeon Street, Raymond Terrace

o16th November 2019, 9 am – 4 pm


oWyong Parish Hall, Byron Street, Wyong

Registration and Payment for Safe Ministry Training workshops is via an online booking agent, 
Ticketebo, at https://www.ticketebo.com.au/newcastleanglican


Online Safe Ministry Training


Alternatively the Safe Ministry Training can be undertaken via an online workshop in the comfort of 
your own home.   


To access the Safe Ministry Training online learning, visit the following weblink:  https://
www.openlearning.com/courses/safe-ministry-online-induction. The cost is $30 per person payable 
directly to Openlearning.com. 


When you have attended either a face to face workshop or undertaken the online training, please 
bring a copy of your certificate to Maryka in the Parish Office, and a copy of your receipt for 
reimbursement by Yvonne.
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STEP UP AND SPEAK OUT  
when we are being hurt, 
bullied or treated badly.

DO what they are 
supposed to do and what 

they say they will do

The children, young and vulnerable people of the 
Anglican Diocese of Newcastle must be kept safe.

We will be kept safe 
by ADULTS who…

CARE 
for us as we are a 

precious gift from God

RESPECT our rights, 
abilities, contributions, 

needs and wishes

ASK us 
how we 

are feeling 
and what we are 
thinking, ask us 
what we need

LISTEN to 
what we are 
really saying

TELL us about 
dangers – and 
what’s being 

done to protect 
us

SEE what other adults 
are doing, and how 
they are behaving



Fond Farewell to Erica 
In mid October 2018 we welcomed Rev’d Dr Erica Mathieson 
and her husband, Rev’d Dr Ray Williamson to Saint Peter’s as 
Acting Rector.   Erica came amongst us as a calming influence in 
troubled times, quickly getting to know everyone and ministering 
to the varying needs of the congregation.   With barely time to 
settle into the routine of life at Saint Peter’s, the busy period of 
Advent was upon us.  Erica took on the challenge of leading the 
variety of services during that period.  Carols on the Hill provided 
an entertaining diversion, clearly demonstrating the strength of 
support from the local East Maitland community.  All of this was 
swiftly followed by the range of Christmas services that take 
place at Saint Peter’s, including the many animals that are 
involved with the Christmas Eve Family Services.


One of the changes made by Erica was to move the Saturday 6 pm service into the Saint Barnabas 
Chapel, creating a more intimate environment that is appreciated by everyone.   Many people have 
welcomed Erica as she made numerous pastoral visits, giving people the time to talk and to share their 
concerns and thoughts about what is happening at Saint Peter’s.


Erica will leave us on 28th April at the end of the busy Lent and Easter period, returning to her home in 
Sydney where she will hopefully have the opportunity to catch her breath after a busy six months at 
Saint Peter’s.


There will a farewell Afternoon Tea on Saturday 27th April at 3 pm at the back of the church.  Please 
come along to join us in saying our farewells.


We wish Erica and Ray all the best for their future and know that we will look back on their stay with us 
with fondness and appreciation.


Thank You Erica - we will miss you and remember  
your stay with us with affection. 

A Prayer as we await a 
new Incumbent 
Bountiful God,
give to this parish a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry
and enable us to fulfil our calling.
Give to those who will choose,
wisdom, discernment and patience,
and to us give warm and generous hearts,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.
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