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47 William Street East Maitland 
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Parish Office & Parish Information  The 
Parish Office is normally open on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 
4 pm and is the first point of contact for all 
parish enquiries and bookings. If the office is 
unattended please leave a message.  Contact 
details and information about our regular 
activities can be found in our Welcome Guide 
available at the back of church, on the parish 
website, or through the Parish Office.  

Pastoral Care  Please advise the Parish 
Office of any pastoral needs and especially if 
someone is in hospital.  If you need the 
assistance of a priest at any time please 
contact the Parish Office.  After hours the 
office telephone will automatically re-direct 
you (without charge to you) to a member of 
staff who can assist you. 

Baptisms and Weddings  Information about 
baptisms (christenings) is available on our 
parish website.  Information about holding a 
wedding at Saint Peter’s is available in our 
Wedding Guide and on our wedding website.  
The best way to make an enquiry about 
baptisms or weddings is through our 
websites. 

Site Hire  The church and hall buildings are 
available for hire for one-off or regular 
community and commercial events.


School & Retirement Living  We commend to 
you our Anglican College at Fletcher and our 
Retirement Village in Tenambit. 


  Parish Office Telephone: (02) 4934 5303     
E-mail: office@eastmaitlandanglican.org

Parish: www.eastmaitlandanglican.org  

Weddings:  www.huntervalleyweddings.info

Mailing: P. O. Box 662 East Maitland NSW 2323 


Saint Peter’s Columbarium 
The mortal remains of many of our friends and loved 

ones rest in the columbarium niches  
and memorial garden.  


We invite all members of our local community to 
consider our columbarium as the final resting place 
for their cremated remains, where family members 

and descendants can visit.    


For further details about purchasing a columbarium 
niche please speak to Maryka in the Parish Office.

 Yor Wedding 
  

at Saint Peter’s Church 

Welcome 
 to Saint Peter's Church

Come and join us for our 
relaxed neighbourhood 
playgroup for new borns, 
toddlers and  pre-school 
children with parents, 
grandparents and carers 

We meet on Friday 
mornings during school 
term time 
from 10 am to 12 noon
in St Peter’s Parish Hall,  
Banks Street, East 
Maitland 

PLAY  
TIME 

http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org
http://www.eastmaitlandanglican.org


Parish Diar) 

1st March 10.30 am: First Friday Eucharist 
(and 1st Friday of each month)


4th 10 am: Cursillo Group 
	 (and 1st Monday each month) 

4th 2 pm: Enlightenment Group 
	 	 (and 1st & 3rd Mondays each month) 

4th 7 pm: Esther Community 
	 	 (and every Monday)


5th 10 am: Craft Time 

	 	 (and 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month)


5th 7.30 pm: Man Talk 
(and 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month) 

5th 7 pm:  Pancakes in Parish Hall 

6th 10 am: Enquiring Minds 
(and every Wednesday in school term time) 

6th 6 pm: Companions of Saint Peter  
Eucharist and Chapter Meeting  
(and 1st Wednesday of each month) 

7th 4.30 pm: Talitha Community 
(and every Thursday in school term time) 

7th 4.30 for 5 pm: Community Meal 
(and every Thursday) 

10th 5 pm: Petrus Community Church

	 (and 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month) 

12th 4 pm: Pastoral Care Team Meeting 
	 (and 2nd Tuesday of each month) 

13th 6 pm: Supper with the Saints & 
                    7 pm Compline, including “Creating Icons”  

(and every Wednesday during Lent) 

13th 7 pm: Parish Council Meeting 

15th 5.30 pm: Fun Time 
(and 3rd Friday of each month) 

18th 10 am: Mothers’ Union   
(and 3rd Monday of each month) 

22nd 6 pm: Stations of the Cross 
(every Friday during Lent) 

27th 6 pm Men’s Fellowship Dinner 

30th 8 am - 12 noon. Op Shop Market Day 

Special Events in March 

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancakes in the Parish Hall 

5th March 2019 at 7 pm


Ash Wednesday 
6th March 2019


Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 

at 8 am and 7 pm


Icon Writing Workshop

6th March 2019 at 6 pm


and every Wednesday during Lent 

Op Shop Market Day 
Saturday 30th March


8 am - 12 noon


Special Events in April 

Pub Lunch 
Sunday 7th April


12 noon at Bank Hotel


Op Shop Market Day 
Saint Peter’s Op Shop is holding another Market 
Day on Saturday 30th March from 8 am - 12 noon.   
Plenty of bargains plus sausage sizzle, plants, 
coffee van, plants, home made cakes. 


There is even a stall 
dedicated to Frogs!    
Donated by a collector 
of frogs there are 100s 
of frogs of all shapes, 
sizes, colours, shapes 
and uses for sale.   


If you are looking for an 
unusual or quirky gift, 
come to the Market Day 
- there is something for 
everyone.




A Message :om  
Rev Dr Erica Mathieson 
Dear Friends


Welcome to this latest addition of Cross and Keys. 
It comes to you as we are at the point of transition 
into the Season of Lent with its opportunities for 
personal and communal spiritual growth and 
preparation for Holy Week and Easter. We begin the 
Lenten journey with the Imposition of Ashes at the 
Eucharist on Wednesday 6th March. It is a 
significant and powerful marking of this transition 
and I hope you will join me at one of the services.  I 
commend to you the pages of this edition with 
suggestions for ways you can observe Lent at 
Saint Peter’s this year. I hope you will take up at 
least one spiritual practice during Lent.


For a simple practice that is very ‘do-able’ and 
which opens us to God at the beginning of each 
day, I suggest praying, 


Thank you, God, for this new day.

Bless me throughout this day;

and make of me a blessing. Amen.


Those who know say that it takes six weeks to develop a new habit. Maybe praying this prayer will 
become a habit that will continue to shape your life beyond Lent.


Congratulations to all the members of the new Parish Council for this year. The names and photos of 
those elected at the AGM and nominated by me are in this copy of Cross and Keys. On behalf of us 
all I want to thank each one for taking on the different roles involved, and I commend all the members 
of Council to you for your prayer. Parish Council, which consists of the Rector, the Ministry Team and 
elected and appointed Church Wardens and Members, is the decision-making body of the parish with 
responsibility, with the Rector, for all aspects of parish life. Please pray for wisdom, courage and 
energy for them this year. 


At each Eucharist we affirm together, ‘We are the Body of Christ’, a living community of members 
who together carry the presence and life of Christ for our community and the world. We are an 
interdependent Body where every member is important, valued and gifted for the good of the whole. 
And we need each other. 


One of the most striking things about Jesus’ ministry is the way he gathers people and creates 
community. We see it as he calls his disciples, when he appears as a guest in various homes, and 
when he teaches. I want to affirm the sense of ‘being there’ for each other that I find at Saint Peter’s 
and urge you to continue.  During this period of interregnum while you wait for a new Rector, as at 
any time, the life of the community flourishes as we pray for each other, as we gather for worship 
week by week, as we each support the life of the parish, and care for each other. It seems almost 
unnecessary to say such obvious things and yet it is also important to remind ourselves of the 
essentials of Christian life and faith.


God bless you richly

Erica




The Season of Lent in the Church is marked by preparation and repentance as we await the 
celebration of the death and resurrection of Christ in Holy Week and Easter. During the forty days we 
join Jesus in the wilderness reflecting on God’s purpose and calling on our lives, and we examine 
ourselves in honesty before him. 


In the early church the observance of Lent was for people preparing for baptism at Easter, but it soon 
became the practice for all Christians to join with the catechumens in a season of preparation 
marked by prayer, reflection, study and repentance. The outcome was spiritual growth and deeper 
relationships for the whole community.


This year everyone at St Peter’s once again has a variety of opportunities to take time for God, to pay 
attention to what God is doing in their lives, and to learn and grow with others. Please join us on this 
spiritual journey.


Ash Wednesday 

This year the Season of Lent begins on 
Wednesday 6th March. 

Ashes have been used down through the 
centuries as a sign of sorrow for sin and a 
reminder of human mortality.

 

Whenever Christians approach God for 
forgiveness they do so in the light of the saving 
work of Jesus and the revelation of the love and 
mercy of God revealed at the cross. 


As ash is placed on our forehead on Ash 
Wednesday (the first day of Lent) we experience 
both an awareness of our sinfulness and fragility, 
and also the assurance of God’s love and grace 
as we hear the words, 


“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
will return. Turn away from sin, and be faithful to 
Christ.”  

Please join us in church as we begin our Lenten 
journey together: 


8 am Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes  

7 pm Eucharist with the Imposition of Ashes 

Our Ash Wednesday preacher this year will be 
the Acting Rector, the Rev’d Dr Erica Mathieson.


Daily Worship in Lent 

The regular pattern of daily worship continues 
throughout Lent, with Morning and Evening 
Prayer said daily.  


Why not make the commitment to join one of 
these services each week in Lent, or pray the 
prayers that are published in this issue of 
Cross and Keys at home?


Welcome to the Season of Lent



Lent OpporABnities 
Mondays 
Join Wendy Brack at the Galagher’s home at 2 pm (1st and 3rd Mondays) to explore ‘Transforming 
Repentance’.


Join Elizabeth Brown, Kimbalee Hodges and the Esther Community in the Parish Hall as to explore 
‘Transforming Repentance’ at 7 pm.


Tuesdays  
Join John Butler and the Man Talk group at 7.30 pm (1st and 3rd Tuesdays) to talk about ‘Transforming 
Repentance’.


Wednesdays  
Come to the Eucharist in the church at 8am.


Join Russ Cooper and others in the Meeting Room at 10 am to explore ‘Transforming Repentance’. 

Join Peter Rothnie and Kim Hodges at 7 pm in the church for creating icons and discussion of 
‘Transforming Repentance’, together with Compline Night Prayer.


Thursdays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.


Volunteer at the Community Meal from 4 pm till 6 pm, with Evening Prayer.


Fridays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.


Join Kimbalee Hodges in church for Stations of the Cross at 6 pm


Saturdays 
Volunteer at the Op Shop for half a day.

TransforDing Repentance 
Groups will gather at church and in people’s homes to study the booklet commended by Bishop 
Peter Stuart, ‘Transforming Repentance: Coming Home to God’. The studies were prepared by the 
Biblical Association of the Church of Ireland, and follow the gospel readings set in the lectionary for 
this Lent, the same readings that we hear in worship and which form the basis of the preaching. 


Changes in the Eucharist in Lent 
During Lent the liturgy at the weekend Eucharists seeks to draw us into a spirit of reflection and 
repentance. The penitential section of the service is moved from the beginning of worship to be after 
the sermon to give it greater focus. We join in singing the Trisagion, ‘Holy God, Holy and Strong, 
Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us’.


We do not use the usual expressions of joy in worship in order to prepare ourselves for the greater 
joy that is to come in the Easter season. So the Gloria and use of ‘Alleluia’ are omitted.


The seasonal colour in the church is purple, to signify repentance. The Church is kept plain with the 
removal of flowers and some of the ornaments in the sanctuary adding to the solemn atmosphere.




Prayers in the MorGing in Lent 
Opening  

We will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe 
greatness to our God.


Glory to God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, so now and for ever. 
Amen. 


The Trisagion  

Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, 

have mercy on us. 


A Song: Jesus Saviour of the World 

Jesus, Saviour of the world,

come to us in your mercy:

we look to you to save and help us.

By your cross and your life laid down,

you set your people free:

we look to you to save and help us.

When they were ready to perish,

you saved your disciples:

we look to you to come to our help.

In the greatness of your mercy,

loose us from our chains:

forgive the sins of all your people.

Make yourself known as our saviour

and mighty deliverer:save and help us that we 
may praise you.

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:

hear our prayer and be with us always.

And when you come in your glory:

make us to be one with you

and to share the life of your kingdom.


Prayer 

The night has passed, and the day lies open 
before us; let us pray with one heart and mind.

 


Pause in silence.  

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may 
the light of your presence, O God, set our 
hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 
ever. Amen. 


Read a Psalm


Suggested Psalms: 6, 32, 38, 91, 102, 130, 143  

Read a Passage from the Bible 

Prayers 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 


Our Father...  

Lord, show us your mercy, 
and grant us your salvation. 


Keep our nation under your care, 

and guide us in justice and truth. 


Clothe your ministers with righteousness 

and make your chosen people joyful. 


Lord, save your people,

and bless your inheritance.


Give peace in our time, O Lord, 

for you are our help and strength. 


Create in us clean hearts, O God, 

and renew us by your Holy Spirit.  

Intercessions and thanksgivings may be said 

Eternal God and Father, by whose power we are 
created and by whose love we are redeemed; 
guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we 
may give ourselves to your service, and live this 
day in love to one another and to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


Peace be to us all, and love with faith, from God 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.	
(Ephesians 6.23)




Prayers in the Evening in Lent 

Opening  

The Lord our God, the Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and exult and give God the glory. 

 

Glory to God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, so now and for ever. 
Amen. 


The Trisagion 

Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and Immortal, 

have mercy on us. 


The Song of Christ’s Glory 

Christ Jesus was in the form of God:

but he did not cling to equality with God.

He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant:

and was born in our human likeness.

Being found in human form, he humbled 
himself:and became obedient unto death,even 
death on a cross.

Therefore God has highly exalted him:

and bestowed on him the name above every 
name,

That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow:

in heaven and on earth and under the earth;

And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord:  to the glory of God the Father. 	
(Philippians 2.5-11)


Prayer  

The day is now past, and the night is at hand. 
Let us pray with one heart and mind. 


Pause in silence.  

Creator of light, receive the prayer and praise we 
offer you as our evening sacrifice; make us a 
light for all the world, delivered by your 
goodness from all the works of darkness; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen. 


Read a Psalm  

Suggested Psalms: 27, 42, 51, 62, 103, 116, 139  

Read a Short Passage from the Bible  

Prayers 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 


Our Father...  

That this evening may be holy, good, and 
peaceful, we entreat you, O Lord. 


That your holy angels may lead us in paths of 
peace and goodwill, we entreat you, O Lord. 


That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our 
sins and offenses, we entreat you, O Lord. 


That there may be peace to your Church and 
to the whole world, we entreat you, O Lord. 


That we may depart this life in your faith and 
fear, we entreat you, O Lord. 


That we may be bound together by your Holy 
Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, we entreat you, O Lord. 


Intercessions and thanksgivings may be said 

Lighten our darkness, Lord, we pray: and in 
your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of your only 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


May Jesus, the Lord of peace, give us peace 
at all times and in all ways. Amen. 	 	
(2 Thessalonians 3.16)




Some Suggestions for our Lenten JourGey 
Give: Remember those in need by making a special donation of food each week to Saint Peter’s 
Emergency Relief through the baskets at the back of church; 


Pray: Participate in one of our mid-week worship opportunities such as Compline, Morning or 
Evening Prayer or the mid-week Eucharist; and choose a regular time each day to pray at home 
using either your usual form of prayer or the service included in this Cross and Keys;


Act: Commit to do an act kindness each day in Lent – 40 acts of kindness, goodness and generosity 
build a transforming effect in the world.


Prepare: Walk the Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings at 6 pm when we reflect on Jesus’ final 
journey to the Cross; 


Read: Read your way through a gospel during Lent; or choose a Christian book that will nourish 
your spirit and enable you to learn more about faith.


Transform: Join any of the groups reflecting on the booklet, ‘Transforming Repentance’ – all are 
open to and would welcome new people; or join with a few friends and form a group of your own.

Visit our Website: www.eastDaitlandanglican.org 
Latest News and Events + Photo Gallery + Recent Sermons + Information about the Life of our Parish 

Supper with the Saints and Compline 

Supper with the Saints and Compline is off to an 
excellent start this year, with guests joining Kim 
for a pizza dinner and discussion about a Saint or 
a section of tradition from the Church, followed by 
sung Compline (Evening Prayer) and a short 
homily. 


This year the Supper with the Saints and 
Compline community will be tracing Jesus 
through the Old Testament through a series of 
homilies. 


During Lent the community will be offering 
“Creating Icons” workshops every Wednesday 
night in Lent, followed by sung Compline. 
Everyone is welcome to try tradition with us!




Pancakes for Shrove Tuesday 
On the day before the start of Lent, Tuesday 
5th March, the Esther community will be 
holding our customary pancake supper in the 
Parish Hall.  We will have lots of pancakes for 
anyone that would like to join us and share in 
the fun. 


Come along at 7pm to the hall and bring your 
appetite. We will have honey, golden syrup 
and maple syrup, but feel free to bring any 
other toppings that you may prefer.


Looking forward to a fun time of fellowship together!


Ladies AsterGoon 
On 17th February, our Women’s Bible Study group, Esther, joined together to hold our first Ladies’ 
Afternoon of the year.


We met in the hall for a high tea, featuring lots of sweet and savoury offerings, and plenty of tea. 
Elizabeth Brown gave a presentation on her recent University Study Tour, which took her through 
Germany, France, Switzerland and Italy. 


The major focus of the trip of course, being the Reformation, Elizabeth began by giving an historical 
overview of the features of the Reformation, as well as the causes leading up to it. She then moved 
into the particulars of her trip – the highs and the lows – involving feuds between tour and bus 
companies, baggage being held hostage, and long walks in the snow!


All in all, it was a very enjoyable afternoon, many thanks to the Esther community for their hard work!


Elizabeth’s talk on the Reformation will also be given at a Men’s Fellowship Dinner later in the year.




Mission Partnerships

Emergency Response 
Natural disasters can have devastating impacts on communities. Landslides, 
earthquakes, floods, tsunamis and bush fires are some examples of the types 
of natural occurrences which trigger emergency relief responses. Other types of 
crises such as civil war and conflict can also lead to emergency situations where many people are 
displaced and need urgent assistance.


Anglican Board of Mission (ABM) supports our partners not only by providing emergency relief aid, 
but also by helping to prepare them for emergency situations and educating them on methods to 
mitigate the effects of climate change.


Some of the Emergency situations supported by ABM in recent months include:


Palestine, January 2019 ABM's partner, the Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza, is slowly recovering from an 
unexpected collapse of their outpatient clinic at the end of last year and needed support to 
reconstruct the building.  
 
Papua New Guinea, December 2018 - Highlands PNG communities received Christmas presents 
from ABM Partners.  


Papua New Guinea, August 2018 – A speedy response to the earthquake in PNG.  


Palestine, July 2018 – Response to a request from the Diocese of Jerusalem on the Al Ahli Hospital 
in Gaza, where further assistance was needed to continue treating people injured in the recent 
unrest.  


Tonga, July 2018 – Support with the recovery work in communities devastated by Cyclone Gita 
which struck the island nation in February last year.  


Syria, June 2018 -   Response to the humanitarian crisis in Syria.


Vanuatu, June 2018 – Support for the Anglican Church of Melanesia in Vanuatu for their emergency 
response to the Ambae Island evacuation following the eruption of Manaro Volcano.


Church of Melanesia Emergency Response Relief Distribution



Holy Baptism 
For the past four and a half years, Elizabeth Brown has met 
with all of our baptism families to get to know them, 
prepare and equip them for the joy of the Baptism to come. 
As the time comes to hand this role of preparing Baptism 
families onto our next Children and Families Worker, Louise 
Hay, she reflects on God’s gift of Baptism, and how we 
seek to prepare families for this wonderful beginning to a 
wonderful journey.


Baptism is a very special way that we can experience 
God’s presence in our lives. It is the sign to us that every 
sin is forgiven and that we are precious to our heavenly 
Father. When water is sprinkled on the head of a baby or 
an adult, it is a way of showing that they are washed clean 
of anything and everything that would hold them back from 
God, giving them a re-birth; and that through baptism they 
have been re-born as a member of the Body of Christ.

 
Remembering our own baptism, undertaking it for 
ourselves, or preparing for a child of ours to take part not 
only benefits the person undergoing the experience, it also 
serves as a reminder to us that we can have new life in Jesus, that everyone can start again, and that 
we do not need to do anything to be worthy of God’s love and grace.

 
Sometimes when we look at baptism as an item on a list of traditions to uphold, we can miss the fact 
that baptism is all about a relationship forming and growing between a person and God.  What God 
desires most is not for us to be fulfilling tasks or duties, but for him to be connected to his children – 
which is all of us. This relationship has been prepared for, long before now, but we celebrate its 
beginning at baptism. Although it begins liturgically with the Rite of Baptism, it is something that we 
nurture throughout our lives – just like any friendship it needs time and attention and love. We can 
develop this relationship by getting to know God better, through worshipping him, talking to him in 
prayer, reading about him in the Bible, and connecting with others who follow him in a Church 
community.


When someone comes to Saint Peter’s seeking Baptism, their first port of call is to fill in the online 
form, after which our Parish Administrator, Maryka, will organise the time and date with the family. In 
the weeks before the baptism is due to take place, the family will come along to one of our Petrus 
family Church gatherings, or to a Play Time or Music Time morning. At one of these events, the Parish 
Children and Families Worker will have some time with the family to answer any questions, explain a 
little more about the Baptism service, to go through the practicalities, and to talk about the deeper 
meaning of some of the symbols that we utilise as part of such a special day! 

When we love people, we show and express that love for each other by physical signs and gestures – 
and the same principle is true in Baptism. When we come to God, and whatever is beyond words, it is 
helpful to use signs and symbols.

 
We use three symbols in baptism – water, the sign of life, and of washing away our sins and making us 
clean – oil, a sign of dignity, setting the person apart for a role and a purpose – and light, each person 
is given a candle lit from our Easter candle, showing that Christ’s light will light their path, and lead their 
way.

 
Baptism is something that Jesus gave us as a way of being joined to him and committed to him; it is a 
beautiful gift!




Parish Council Meeting 
In order to share what takes place at Parish Council Meetings, the following is a brief summary of key 
points from the meeting held on 13th February:


• A Chaplaincy Agreement has 
been signed with Benhome 
that will see Ministry Staff 
from Saint Peter’s Church 
providing chaplaincy services 
to residents.


• The Rotary Club of East 
Maitland is moving venue 
after 60 years of holding their 
meetings at Saint Peter’s 
Parish Hall.


• Further discussions to take 
place with the Department of 
Heritage re installation of a 
handrail on the ramp to the 
Northern door of the church.


• Op Shop guttering to be repaired.

• Chain fencing to be installed adjacent to parking area at church to protect the lawn.

• The Parish has been successful in a Grant Application for partial funding towards removal of pews at 

the rear of the church and remediation of flooring.

• Leak above Priest’s Vestry to be repaired as part of an Insurance Claim following a severe storm in 

November 2018.

• A dishwasher to be installed in the Parish Hall kitchen.

• A Fundraising Committee to be established to co-ordinate a range of events throughout the year.

• A Draft Budget for 2019 was tabled by Parish Treasurer for consideration.

• Rev’d Drs Erica Mathieson and Ray Williamson are to move into Saint Egwin’s House at the end of 

February.


Parish Council Meeting

A Prayer as we await a 
new Incumbent 
Bountiful God,
give to this parish a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people for ministry
and enable us to fulfil our calling.
Give to those who will choose,
wisdom, discernment and patience,
and to us give warm and generous hearts,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Amen.



Registers 
Holy Baptism 

We welcome all those who will be 
baptised into the Body of Christ at 
Saint Peter’s in the coming weeks, 
amongst them Hunter Thomas 
Price and Kyle David Wilson Please 
pray for them and for their families.


Holy MatRimony  
Please pray for those who have 
been married recently or who are 
preparing to be married in coming 
weeks including Edward 
Meldrum and Louise Voysey 
who will celebrate their marriage 
on 24th March. 


Rest in Peace 
Please pray for the souls of all those 
who have died recently, and 
amongst them for Peter Hodges, 
Mads Saunte, Keith Avard, and 
Frances Inness, whose funerals 
were held in church.  


Throughout the year we pray for the 
souls of loved ones on the 
anniversary of their death.  Each year 
families remember loved ones who 
have died by dedicating memorial 
flowers in the church on the 
weekend in which they are included 
in our prayers.  


Please pray for their souls, and for all 
who continue to mourn.


Family Ministries

Children & 
Families 
Worker 
We are delighted to announce 
that the position of Children 
and Families Worker has been 
filled – and that Louise Hay 
has accepted the position.  
Louise will be known to many 
of you as a member of the 
Petrus Community Church and the 9.30 am congregation.


Louise will be a member of the Ministry Team, with responsibility 
for Music Time on a Wednesday morning and Play Time on a 
Friday, children’s activities at Petrus on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
each month, and overseeing God Time at the Sunday services.  
Louise will also work with Baptism families, ensuring that all is in 
order for Baptism services on a Sunday.


We welcome Louise to the team and look forward to working 
with her in her new role.


Great ExWectations 
Just in case you were wondering and didn’t know whether to ask - 
it’s official - Elizabeth and Aaron Brown are expecting a baby!   

Due in July 2019, we are delighted with the news and look forward 
with great anticipation to the baby’s safe arrival.

Elizabeth has resigned from her position as the Parish Children 
and Families Worker but will still be seen around Saint Peter’s at 
the many groups that she is part of, and as a member of the 
Parish.

So next time you see Elizabeth, don’t be shy - go ahead and offer 
your congratulations and share your baby stories with her.



Book Review by Kimbalee Hodges

Reconciliation 
The Archbishop of Canturbury’s Lent book for 2019 is a book by Muthuraj 
Swamy titled Reconciliation. 


The book issues a vibrant call to the church to maintain and strengthen 
relationships locally, amongst members, clergy and laity; to cross borders 
to build relationships between different denominations, and to maintain 
open attitudes towards our neighbours from other religions and 
ideologies. 40 biblically-based meditations, with questions for reflection, 
are offered for use at weekly gatherings or for everyday devotion during 
Lent, on topics including impediments to reconciliation, humility, and 
openness to the other.


Reconciliation requires quite a lot of daily application, and would reward those used to serious 
Bible-reading. Its chapters are grouped for possible weekly gatherings, whose members could 
usefully compare notes on their daily study, but might find themselves challenged by such questions 
as, “Do you feel that submitting your will would be more difficult than giving up your life? If so, why 
and how?”


Volunteers Needed … 
Do you have a little bit of spare time?  Are you able to 
offer assistance at Saint Peter’s?  Volunteers are the ey 
to the success of many of the activities at the parish.  
These include:

Op Shop – If you can spare half a day on Thursday, 
Friday or Saturday morning, volunteers are needed to 
help sort items and assist customers.

Gardens and Grounds – If you like working outside, 
the Gardens Team and the Lawn Mowing Team would 
love to hear from you.

Flower Arranging – We need extra help with preparing 
flowers for the Church.   Volunteers are required to be 
part of a roster that would see you assisting on a six 
weekly basis.  No need to have floristry skills – there is 
plenty of help available.

If you are able to assist or would like further details of 
any of the volunteer opportunities at Saint Peter’s, 
please phone the Parish Office on 4934 5303.

SAINT PETER’S OP SHOP
MARKET DAY

Saturday 30th March 2019
8 am - 12 noon

Bargains Galore - all good quality items at 
vastly reduced prices - Clothing, DVDs, 

Jewellery, Toys, Bric-a-Brac

Sausage Sizzle, Plants, Coffee Van, Home 
Made Cooking Stall, Refreshments,

plus a quirky“Frog” stall

Rear of St Peter’s Parish Hall at 
52 Banks Street, East Maitland



Annual General Meeting 
The 2019 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on 24th February with over 60 Parishioners in 
attendance.   The Annual Report was distributed prior to the meeting, containing reports of all 
ministries and activities at Saint Peter’s, reflecting the great work that takes place in the Parish.


Rev’d Dr Erica Mathieson thanked everyone for the warm welcome she and husband Ray have 
received at Saint Peter’s Church.


The report of the Parish Priest had been presented in 
writing in the Annual Report and was summarised by 
Rev’d Dr Erica Mathieson who recognised and 
thanked the many people who contributed to the 
diverse range of programs at Saint Peter’s, and noted 
the large number of groups that run throughout the 
year, catering for different age groups and interests.


The AGM is the time that appointments are made for 
the following 12 months, with the following people 
appointed to Parish roles:


Church Wardens 
• Anne Page

• Geoffrey Seccombe

• Beth Wood (Rector’s Warden)


Parish Councillors 
• David Burton

• Yvonne Hinde

• Kevin Short


Following the AGM Rodney Hay and Luke Butcher were 
appointed as Rector Appointed Parish Councillors by 
Rev’d Dr Erica Mathieson.


AlterGate Incumbency Board Member 
• Graham Webb


Parish Mission Giving Secretar) 
Following the AGM Graham Webb was 
declared elected as Parish Mission 
Giving Secretary.


Parish Treasurer 
• Yvonne Hinde


Parish Secretar) 
• Maryka Gibson


Graham WebbMaryka Gibson

Parish Councillors

Church Wardens 
Beth Wood, Geoffrey Seccombe & Anne Page

Rodney Hay

Kevin Short

Yvonne HInde

David Burton Luke Butcher

Parish Secretar)



New Home for Saint EgZin’s Organ 
A brief histor) provided by Kathleen Waddell 

More than 30 Saint Peter’s parishioners accepted the invitation from the Morpeth 
Museum to a morning tea and demonstration of the Saint Egwin’s organ which had 
recently been donated to them. The instrument is now displayed in a room specially 
dedicated to the history of local churches, and shares  space with displays of photos 
and memorabilia, and with a harmonium which once belonged to Morpeth Methodist 
church.

In 1885 Robert Close, the son of Lt Edward Close who owned Closebourne, gave two 
acres from his Tenambit estate for the erection of a church. At the time there were only 
15 dwellings at Tenambit so it was another ten years before the settlers could afford to 
erect a building. Even then, it was very basic, unlined and with no sanctuary. 
Nevertheless Bishop Stanton dedicated it for public worship on December 8th 1895. 
For this service an organ was borrowed from a Mr F H Hole, and was played by the 
Saint Peter’s organist, Mr Herbert Swan.

It has not been possible to determine exactly when Saint Egwin’s purchased its own 
organ, but there were references to it in the Maitland Mercury in 1904 when a 
presentation was made to the retiring organist, Miss Arlie Hills, at the conclusion of the 
Christmas service, and again in 1907 when the paper reported that Miss Vera Tollis 
had played for a wedding in Saint Egwin’s. The organ was built in Brattleboro, 
Vermont, USA, and sold in Australia by Palings.   (As chance would have it, a group of 
American tourists from Vermont were present in the Museum that morning). The organ 
was mentioned again in the Diocesan Churchman in 1921 when it was valued with 
other church items for insurance.

In 1983 Andrew Grahame completely overhauled the organ, leaving for the organist a 
foolscap sheet giving advice on how the various stops might be used for best effect. 
This proved useful to the two Saint Peter’s organists Evanne Sherringham and Kath 
Waddell in their demonstration during the morning.



Saint EgAin’s Organ Finds New Home

Kathleen Waddell

Kathleen Waddell, Bev Steggles 
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